
On May 25 the Church re-
members a group of saints,
all Roman soldiers, who were
martyred together in about
the year 302 in Macedonia.

Their names are Pasi-
crates, Valentin, and
Julius (with other com-
panions) and the de-
tails of their stories are
somewhat diverse. Pasi-
crates' brother had re-
nounced Christ for fear of
persecution, and he tried
to convince Pasicrates to
do the same. But Pasicrates
angrily told him, "Get away;
you are no brother of mine!"
Then he and Valentin submit-
ted to death together.

Julius had served in the army
for many years, and made a
statement at his trial: "I
served the emperor faith-
fully for 26 years. Shall I now
fail to be faithful to the
greater Kingdom and its
King?" He too was executed.

One of the companions,
Marcian, had a wife and
young son. As he was pre-
paring to face death, his wife
came to the place of execu-
tion, carrying the child in her
arms. Marcian kissed his son
and prayed that God would

take care of him. He com-
mended his young child to
God's care.

The word "commend" occurs
in our worship services,
especially the Divine Lit-

urgy. In the Litany of Sup-
plication the priest says,
"...let us commend our-
selves and each other
and all our life to Christ
our God." The Prayer of
Preparation contains

these words" "Unto Thee
we commend our whole life

and hope, O Master who
lovest mankind."

The meaning of "commend"
is important. It expresses a
basic tenet of our faith--that
we trust God to care for us, to
take care of "all our life" and
of each other. Commending
ourselves to God means plac-
ing ourselves, so to speak, in
His hands. We acknowledge
that on our own we can't do
anything; it is all up to Him
and we are confident in en-
trusting ourselves to Him.

In some liturgical transla-
tions, the word "commit" is
used in place of "commend."
But this completely changes
the meaning of the petition.
To commit means to pledge

or to bind. When we commit
ourselves or someone else,
we put them under an obliga-
tion. How can we pledge,
bind, or put under obligation
to God people we may not
even know? How can we
commit people to Him who
may not even believe in Him?

We can't do any of those
things. What we can do is put
them under His care. So, for
example, we "commend" to
Him people we do not know
personally but who we know
are suffering in distant places.
We commend to Him those
we know and love, but for
whom we have no personal
power to do anything. Today's
martyr Marcian was about to
die and would no longer be
able to care for and protect His
child. But he could commend
the boy to the One whose care
is unfailing and unshakable.

So as believers we commend
"our whole life and hope" to
God. We put ourselves,
those we love, those we are
worried about, those who
suffer, in His hands.

There is no better place to be.
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April Council Highlights

 March’s Operating Income was
$13,529.52 and Operating Ex-
penses were $13,314.98 result-
ing in a net loss of $214.54
 DOW assessments have in-

creased $200 per month.
 Restoration/repair of the

"Tomb" has been completed.
 David Homyak is investigating

new House of Worship electri-
cal usage plans with APS to see if
this will lower our electrical
rates.
 Work is underway on putting

together a bid letter to replace
the fence on the north and west
sides of the church’s property.
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Message From Our Rector
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Christ is Risen!

After our weeks of fasting, special prayer,

and our own personal and individual

Lenten efforts and sacrifices, we have

come to the greatest, brightest, most joy-

ful time in the

Church’s year: our

forty-day celebra-

tion of the Lord’s

victory over sin and

death in the glory of

His Resurrection.

Describing his own

joyful experience of

celebrating Holy

Pascha, St Nikolai of Ochrid writes of be-

ing present in the Church of the Holy Sep-

ulcher in Jerusalem: “We waited and

waited, and at last our expectations were

fulfilled. When the Patriarch sang ‘Christ

is risen,’ a heavy burden fell from our

souls. We felt as if we also had been

raised from the dead. All at once, from all

around, the same cry resounded like the

noise of many waters. ‘Christ is risen’ sang

the Greeks, the Russians, the Arabs, the

Serbs, the Copts, the Armenians, the

Ethiopians one after another, each in his

own tongue, in his own melody. . . . Com-

ing out from the service at dawn, we be-

gan to regard everything in the light of the

glory of Christ's Resurrection, and all ap-

peared different from what it had yester-

day; everything seemed better, more ex-

pressive, more glorious. Only in the light

of the Resurrection does life receive

meaning.”

In the Matins “Hymn of the Resurrection,”

we sing: “Having beheld the Resurrection

of Christ, let us worship the holy Lord Je-

sus, the only sinless one. We venerate Thy

cross, O Christ, and Thy holy Resurrection

we praise and glorify. For Thou art our

God, and we know none other than Thee.

We call on Thy name. O come, all ye faith-

ful, let us venerate

Christ's holy Resurrec-

tion. For behold,

through the cross joy

hath come into all the

world. Ever blessing

the Lord, we praise his

Resurrection: for by

enduring the cross, he

hath destroyed death

by death.”

It is my prayer that, “having beheld the

Resurrection of Christ” we will truly wor-

ship the Lord Jesus, not only in prayer and

attendance at the Divine Services, but also

by the way in which we live our lives. May

this special forty days of Paschal joy be

obvious on our faces, in our words, and

through our deeds and actions. May eve-

ryone around us know that we worship

the Lord Who has conquered death by

death and shown us His mercy.

Indeed He is Risen!

With love in the Risen Lord,

Father David
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Father David and the kids pose for a picture before the
start of the annual Easter Egg Hunt.
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The church prepared a sumptuous Lenten feast.

The procession bringing the body of Christ
to the tomb.

SS Peter and Paul hosts Pan-Orthodox vespers.

Father David reads the Passion Gospels.

Linda greets parishioners with palms.

Father
David

prepares
flowers for
the altar
(Above).

John
Hecht

decorates
the ico-

nostasis

Sunday of Orthodoxy: Procession of Icons
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Father David blesses palms to prepare for Palm
Sunday, the Entrance Into Jerusalem.

Bridegroom Matins



Images of Our Journey to Pascha

PAGE 4 SS PETER & PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH NEWSLETTER VOLUME 13 ISSUE 4

The faithful receive Holy Communion.

Father David talks about the crucifixion and
burial of Christ.

Father David brings the light of Christ to light the
candles of the faithful.

The procession around the church begins
at midnight,

The Holy Gospel rests on the plaschinitza, sur-
rounded by beautiful flowers and Easter Lilies.

Father David blesses the people:
CHRIST IS RISEN!

Father David re-enters the church after the procession
around the church.

Father David prays before re-entering the church.
CHRIST IS RISEN!

The faithful re-enter the church.

Father David reads the Paschal Sermon of
St. John Chrysostom

The procession circles the church three times.

Protodeacon Alexis reads the Gospel on
Holy Saturday.
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Monday, June 9th– Saturday, June 13th

For campers entering 4th grade through Senior in High School.

Download application: http://www.allsaintscampaz.org/

All Saints Camp is a sleep-away camp in Prescott, Arizona that offers volleyball, basketball, archery, a tree-top

ropes course, Capture-the-Flag, hiking, nightly bonfires, games, arts and crafts, organized Olympics and more—all

within an Orthodox setting with daily Matins, Vespers and Christ-centered lessons.

Important: Applications are due by Friday, May 17, 2013, for guaranteed placement and a seat on a bus (if

desired.) Applications received after May 17 are accepted based upon space availability.

For further information contact:

Kathy Clarke- 602.757.1025, email- kathyclarke@cox.net

Kristen Vasilarakos- 602.332.8809, email- kvasilarakos@cox.net

Supported by the Arizona Council of Eastern Orthodox Churches

All Saints Camp

Paschal Vespers
CHRISY IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

Jane and Margaret chat during the
Paschal potluck luncheon.

Father David blesses the baskets with a liberal dose of
holy water.

John Hecht and Luka Radjenovich catch up as the kids
search for Easter eggs.

Everyone waits patiently to have their baskets blessed . . . Following the Easter Egg Hunt, the kids sort
through their baskets.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

George Masten

May 15

Vi Wasilenko

May 17

Linda Walters

May 21

Anastasia Melendrez

May 23

Katiya Golowatsch

May 24

Amy Blischak

Nina Kinney

May 25

Ann Garza

May 26

Marty Gala

May 27

PRAYER LIST

“I was sick and you visited me.”
Matt 25:36

We offer prayers to all of our parishioners
who are ill or unable to attend services:

Rose Koval

Marie Yevin

If you know of anyone else in need of our
prayers, please contact Father David.

Around SS Peter & Paul
MORE MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

Rose Kurowski

Katrina and Joseph Delsante

May 28

Carol Yavornitzky

May 30

Katie Enoch
May 31

Mnogaya Leta!
Many Years!

God shows no partiality." So he preaches
the Gospel to the Gentiles, people who
were not raised as he was in the Jewish law.

Then comes another attitude-
changing event: the Holy Spirit falls
upon those listening to Peter. And
"the circumcised believers who had
come with Peter were astounded
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had
been poured out even on the Gen-
tiles, for they heard them speaking
in tongues and extolling God." The
faithful believers of Jewish back-

ground are shown that God's grace is for
others as well as themselves.
It isn't an easy fact for them to take in.
The first verses of the eleventh chapter of
Acts describe the reaction of the apostles
and believers in Judea, hearing of the
Gentiles' acceptance of God's word. They
criticize Peter: "Why did you go to uncir-
cumcised men and eat with them?"
The Church would face similar challenges
many times again. In the third century, for
example, the question arose of what to do
with those who had "lapsed" during the

During the week of May 26 we read the
tenth chapter of the Book of Acts, which
tells of changes and growth in the early
Church.
As people with varied backgrounds
joined the Church, those who were
already members had to find ways
of worshipping in harmony with
these newcomers. Sometimes their
ideas of what God wanted from
them also had to change, as the
apostle Peter would learn.
The tenth chapter begins with Peter's vi-
sion of a large sheet being lowered by its
four corners from heaven. Animals, some
considered unclean in Jewish law, are con-
tained in the sheet: "all kinds of four-
footed creatures and reptiles and birds of
the air." A voice telling Peter to "kill and
eat" is followed by his protest that he has
never eaten anything profane or unclean.
But when the voice tells him that he must
not call profane anything that God has
made clean, Peter begins to realize that his
understanding of God's will must change.
He will soon say, "I truly understand that

persecutions in the Roman Empire. How
were they to be received back into the
Church, if they were received at all? Many
Christians at that time had lost eyes, limbs
and health because they refused to deny
their faith. How would they live in harmony
with those who had escaped persecution by
recanting? So serious was this question that
Church leaders devised three categories of
the lapsed: those who had actually sacrificed
to the pagan gods, those who had offered
incense, and those who had purchased cer-
tificates stating that they had complied with
the Empire's demands. The penances were
different for each group.
The present world confronts Orthodox
Christians with the challenge to love each
person while firmly upholding Church
teachings that many persons have aban-
doned. It is no easy task, and the only way
to do it is to cling to the assurance, in John
16:33 that Christ gives us: " Be of good
cheer, for I have overcome the world."

This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by
the Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in
America. This and many other Christian Education resources are
available at http://dce.oca.org.



Bits and Pieces
THANK YOU
I am constantly giving thanks to God for
His many blessings to me, especially the
blessings that are given me as spiritual
father of our parish community. So much
is accomplished and so much
is done for the glory of God
and the salvation of souls—
and it often goes unrecog-
nized. However, God the
Father Who sees all things,
knows the love and sacrifice
that so many of our parish-
ioners offer Him in service to His Church.
May the Lord Himself be the reward of all
those who serve our parish, all those who
participated in our Holy Week and Paschal
services, all those who “worked behind
the scenes” to prepare and beautify our
parish Temple, “those who sing and those
who serve” and all those who in any way,
made our celebrations the beautiful, joy-
ous, and spiritually-uplifting services they
were. May God bless you all!

Father David

MBAS
Thank you to Barbara Peterson for coordi-
nating the Pan-Orthodox Service Meal and
to everyone who contributed, whether you
made a dish or donated money to go to-
wards something or helped in the setting
up or taking down the seating arrangements.
Thank you to: Stephanie Homyak for coordi-
nating Pre-Sanctified meals and to those
who made the soups and brought the bread
and fruit.; Elizabeth Michel and her crews for
making the Pascha breads; Elizabeth Michel,
Pat Starkey, Stephanie Homyak, Betsy Be-
gian, Linda Walters, Victoria Mendez, and
Natalia for helping put the palms together for
Palm Sunday, and Betsy Begian and Barbara
Peterson for decorating the Pascha eggs.

WELCOME
We welcome all visitors to SS Peter & Paul.
We hope your visit was enriching and
enlightening. Please join us in the Cul-
tural Center, behind the church, for our
Fellowship Hour. It’s a chance to meet
some of our members, other visitors, and
enjoy some coffee and fellowship.
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2013 EASTER BAKE
A special Thank You to those who volun-
teered their time baking Paschas that were
handed out following the Pascal Matins &
Divine Liturgy. Lisa Formica, Barbara Peter-
son, Tania Booriakin, Betsy Begian, Ann Car-
roll Dan Perrato, Michelle Golowatsch, Elena
Kerr, John & Carol Yavornitzky, Marty and Joe
Gala, Father David, and Elizabeth Michel.

PASCHA LUNCHEON
Christ is Risen! Indeed He has Risen!
About 90 plus people enjoyed the Pas-
cha luncheon celebration. It was a wonder-
ful way to spend Pascha with fellow parish-
ioners and guests. A special thank you to
everyone who participated with bringing
food and in cleaning up afterwards. I could-
n’t have done this without you. Pat Starkey

BOOKSTORE
Christ is Risen!
We have a beautiful selection of Paschal
egg pendants to purchase at the book-
store. Stop by soon because they go back

to the artisan right after
Pentecost!

PASCHA CARD
Thank you to everyone
who donated to the SS
Peter and Paul Pascha
card. We raised $570

which has been donated to the Church
Fence project

SUMMER IS ALMOST HERE!
Despite what the calendar says, summer
temperatures are here. High tempera-
tures mean an increased usage of electric-
ity in conjunction with air conditioning.
The Church is on a business rate that is
higher than what residences pay. The
church gets no reduction for evening and
weekend usage. As in your own homes,
please do not prop open doors to the
outside as this practice just vents the cool
air out and the hot air in.
The Cultural Center is designed with
zoned areas for air conditioning and heat-
ing. Each room or public area has its own
separate air conditioning unit and pro-
grammable thermostat. The thermostats
are preprogrammed for Sunday's pur-
poses, and other special purposes if
known in advance. Please do not just
push buttons on the thermostats as it
may change the preset programming
resulting in the units running at times
when no one is around. If you have a need
to manually cool a room, please find a
council member for assistance.

FOCA
There will be an FOCA meeting on Sunday,
May 19th at the home of Walter and
Tania Booriakin. All are welcome. We’re
looking forward to the national conven-
tion in Cleveland, Ohio, at the end of June.
Several of our members will be attending.
Thanks!

Pat Starkey

Jane Evans pins on a Mother’s Day corsage.

Eva give Elena a Mother’s Day candy bar.

Joffa admires her Mother’s Day gift.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 Great and Holy
Wednesday

9:00am Liturgy of the

Presanctified Gifts

2 Great and Holy
Thursday

9:00am Vesperal
Liturgy

6:00pm Service of
the Passion of Christ

(Passion Gospels)

3 Great and Holy
Friday

3:00pm Vespers and
Burial Service

6:00pm Matins and
Lamentations at the

Tomb

4 Great and Holy
Saturday

9:00am Vesperal
Divine Liturgy

11:30pm Nocturnes
12:00am Pascal

Matins & Divine
Liturgy

5 HOLY PASCHA

12:00am Paschal Mat-
ins & Divine Liturgy

12:00pm Vespers

Easter Egg Hunt
Pot Luck Luncheon

CHRIST IS RISEN!

INDEED HE IS RISEN!

6 Bright Monday 7 Bright Tuesday
St. Alexis Toth

Confessor & Defender
of Orthodoxy in North

America

8 Bright Wednesday
Holy Apostle

John the Theologian

9 Bright Thursday 10 Bright Friday
Apostle Simeon

the Zealot

11 SS Cyril & Metho-
dius, Apostles to

the Slavs

5:00pm Vespers

12 Antipascha
St. Thomas Sunday

8:30am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

Church School
Happy Mothers’

Day

13 14 Day of Rejoicing

6:00pm Council Mtg
Meeting

15 16 17 18

5:00pm Vespers

19 Holy Myrrhbear-
ing Women
8:30am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

Church School

MBAS Meeting
FOCA Meeting

20 21 Equal to the Apos-
tles St. Constantine

and His Mother, Helen

22 23 24 25 3rd Finding of
the Head of St. John

the Baptist

5:00pm Vespers

26 Paralytic

8:30am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

27 MEMORIAL DAY 28 29 Midfeast Pentecost
Icon “Surety of

Sinners

30 31 1

5:00pm Vespers

May 2013

We welcome all of our guests and visitors. Please join us in the Cultural

Center for Fellowship Hour following Divine Liturgy each Sunday.

All Saints Camp 2013!
Monday, June 9th– Saturday, June 13th

Prescott, AZ

St. George’s Vacation Bible School
June 10-14, 2013

9:30am- 12:00pm

$40 per child

BRIGHT WEEK—FAST FREE


