
The Feast of the Dormi�on (or 

Falling Asleep) of the Theoto-

kos is celebrated each year.

A hymn of the feast tells us that

Mary, a�er 

dying as we all

do, had the

unique experi-

ence of being

"translated to

life by the One

who dwelt in

her virginal

womb." Mary

was taken to

paradise by her

Son. She immediately entered

the eternal life that has been

prepared for the future of eve-

ryone who follows her example

of faithful obedience to God.

Having lived as a human being

like us, the Mother of God now

shows us the way to ever-

las�ng life with God. The festal 

hymns also tell us that as

heaven receives her, the an-

gels join the apostles in gazing

at her with awe.

A different view of angels is de-

picted in a 1987 German movie

en�tled "Wings of Desire." The 

actor Peter Falk, who was prob-

ably best known as the TV de-

tec�ve Columbo, was featured 

in the movie, and Falk's obituar-

ies included discussion of its

content and meaning.

The movie's lead character is

Damiel, an angel

who (invisibly)

watches with

loving care over

the human inhab-

itants of Berlin.

He helps and

comforts people

when he can, and

pays close a�en-

�on to the things 

they do and feel.

But Damiel is not happy. He tells

another angel that he has be-

come dissa�sfied with his inabil-

ity to share in human life, to

physically feel the weight of an

object in his hand, or to bleed

from a cut.

The dissa�sfac�on grows a�er 

a conversa�on with Falk, whose 

unnamed character can see

Damiel as others cannot be-

cause he himself is a former

angel. Falk's character tells him

how good it feels to rub one's

hands together to warm them,

or to enjoy a cup of coffee with 

another person. He encourages

Damiel to make the change

from angel to human. Damiel

does so, and finds love with a 

trapeze ar�st to whom he has 

always been a�racted while 

keeping watch over her life.

"Wings of Desire" seems to be

making the point that a purely

spiritual life, the life of angels,

could never be as sa�sfying as 

human life with all its "real"

problems and joys. But the

Church is telling us something

quite different in the Feast of 

the Dormi�on of the Theotokos.

We will never be angels, and

should refrain from telling chil-

dren that a person who has

died is now an angel; that is

not the Church's teaching. Ra-

ther, we are called to life in its

fullness. Having completed our

life on earth, with all the pleas-

ures the movie describes, we

are offered the greater gi� of 

eternal life with our Creator.

It's not for us to speculate that

angels are dissa�sfied with 

their lives. But we needn't be

dissa�sfied with ours. The The-

otokos did what God asked her

to do, as we all can. And for

doing that she is called "more

honorable than the cherubim

and beyond compare more

glorious than the seraphim"—

the highest angels of all.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

We begin this month with the Dormi-

�on Fast, in prepara�on for the cele-
bra�on of the Great Feast of 

the Dormi�on (Falling 

Asleep) of the Most
Blessed Theotokos

and Ever-Virgin
Mary. Through this

feast, the Church

joyfully expresses
its venera�on of 

the Virgin Mother of
God and her role in

the history of our sal-
va�on. The Church does 

this through its celebra�on 

of the Divine Liturgy and also
with thousands of different forms of 

piety, including the blessing of flow-
ers. As we honor this feast, we recall

that the prophecy of Mary con�nues 

to be fulfilled: “all genera�ons will call 
me blessed” (Luke 1:48). Because the

Lord has raised his humble handmaid-
en and, through the millennia, those

who have followed her Divine Son
have recognized her as the Mother of

all the Faithful.

The Falling Asleep of the Most Blessed

Theotokos and her Assump�on into 
heaven, in body and soul, is a divine

privilege accorded to the Holy Mother
of God for her par�cular union with 

Jesus. It is a special bond and union
which began with the Annuncia�on 

and matured throughout Mary’s life

through her unique par�cipa�on in 
the saving mystery of her Son. Mary

always went with her Son: she fol-
lowed Jesus and thus we say she was

the first and foremost disciple.

To most of those who knew her, the
life of Mary unfolded like that of an

ordinary woman of her �me, unrecog-

nized as the Mother of the Savior. In

her home in Nazareth, she prayed,
managed her family and home,

visited with her family and
neighbors, and a�ended 

the synagogue ser-
vices. However,

every daily ac�on 

she performed was
always done in

total union with
her Divine Son.

And on Calvary this

special union culmi-
nated in love, in com-

passion, in heartache,
and in faith as she stood

faithfully and watched her Son
shed His blood and give His life for

“the life of the world.” For this reason

God also gave her full par�cipa�on in 
Jesus’ Resurrec�on. The body of the

Blessed Mother was preserved from

corrup�on, like that of the Son.

The wondrous reality of the Dormi�on 

of the Theotokos reveals and confirms 
the unity of the human person and

reminds us that we are called to serve

and glorify God with our whole being,
both soul and body. To serve God with

the body alone would be the ac�on of 
slaves; to serve him with the soul

alone would be counter to our human

nature. Around the year 220 AD, a
great Father of the Church, Saint Ire-

naeus, stated that “the glory of God is
a living man; and the life of man con-

sists in beholding God” (Against Here-
sies, iv, 20, 7). If we live this way, in

joyful service to God, which is also

expressed in generous service to our
brothers and sisters, then on the day

of the resurrec�on our fate will be like 
that of our heavenly Mother. We must

therefore fully dedicate ourselves to

accomplishing the exhorta�on of the 

Apostle Paul: “glorify God in your
body” (1 Corinthians 6:20), and we

shall forever glorify him in heaven.

Let us pray that the Most Holy Theoto-
kos, through her maternal interces-

sion, may help us live our daily journey
in the earnest hope of being able to

reach her one day, with all the Saints

in the Kingdom of Heaven.

With love in the Lord,

+Bishop Daniel

"Let us scatter our love selflessly to

all, without regard to the way they

act towards us. When the grace of

God enters us, we will not be

concerned about whether they love

us or not or whether they speak to

us politely or not. We will feel the

need to love all people. It’s egotism

on our part to wish for others to

speak to us politely. If they don’t, we

shouldn’t be upset. Let them speak

to us as they wish. We needn’t

become beggars for love. Our aim

should be to love them and pray for

them with all our soul. Then we

will become aware that all people

love us without our seeking it and

without our begging for their love.

They will love us freely and

sincerely from the depths of their

heart without our blackmailing

them. When we love without

seeking to be loved, people will

gather around us like bees. This is

true for everyone."

– St. Porphyrios



Transfiguration:CultivatingtheImageofDivineBeauty
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Fr. Steven Kostoff

On August 6—we celebrate the Great

Feast of the Transfigura�on of Our Lord, 

which we will con�nue to celebrate 

through Sunday 13, the Leavetaking of

the Feast. The mysteri-

ous presence of Beauty is

revealed on Mount Tabor

in an overwhelming man-

ner as Christ is transfig-

ured, resplendent in di-

vine glory. This is the

beauty of the first-

formed human creatures,

created to reflect the 

beauty of the divine na-

ture, for by grace they—

and we—were created in

the image and likeness of God. And they

were placed in a world that also reflect-

ed this divine beauty. That is why God,

a�er comple�ng the crea�on process, 

declared that it was all “very good.”

Yet, the presence of sin marred that beau-

ty. This lost beauty was restored to hu-

manity when the Son of God assumed our

human nature, uni�ng it to His divine Per-

son and revealing the glory of God in a

human being. Thus, on Mount Tabor,

Christ reveals the beauty of His divine na-

ture and the beauty of our created human

nature.  This is why the Transfigura�on is 

o�en referred to as a “Feast of Beauty.”

The Russian novelist Dostoevsky [+1881]

famously and somewhat enigma�cally 

once said, “Beauty will save the

world.” Yet, Dostoevsky also realized

that in a world filled with sin, beauty can 

evoke responses that fall short of any

saving value. In fact, beauty can even

degenerate toward sin and sensuality, as

one of Dostoevsky’s greatest crea�ons, 

Dmitri Karamazov, acknowledged with

great anguish. Therefore, for Dostoevsky

beauty itself had to be “saved” and

linked to Truth and Goodness. Thus, for

the Russian novelist, beauty is not simply

an aesthe�c concept, but one that must 

have a moral, ethical and spiritual dimen-

sion for it to be rightly perceived and

experienced. And for Dosto-

evsky—as well as for not only

great ar�sts, but for the great 

minds of the Church—beauty

is not an abstract concept or

Idea. Beauty is a Person, and

this Person is Christ. In

Christ, Truth, Goodness and

Beauty are harmoniously

united. This is why Dosto-

evesky also spoke of the

“radiant image of Christ.”

In another famous passage from his pen,

found in one of his le�ers, Dostoevsky 

ar�culated his personal “creed” as he 

writes, “I have constructed for myself a

symbol of faith in which everything is

clear and holy for me. The symbol is very

clear, here it is: to believe that there is

nothing more beau�ful, more profound, 

more sympathe�c, more reasonable, 

more courageous and more perfect than

Christ, and not only is there nothing, but

I tell myself with jealous love that never

could there be.”

It is these quali�es that make Christ such 

an a�rac�ve figure that a well-disposed

mind and heart not unduly influenced by 

the marks of a fallen world will almost

naturally turn to as an “ideal,” but again

as a concrete living Person. There is a

passage from the personal diary of Fa-

ther Alexander Elchaninov [+1934] that

captures that same intui�on as found in 

Dostoevsky: “It is impossible not to love

Christ. If we saw Him now, we should

not be able to take our eyes off Him, we 

should ‘listen to Him in rapture;’ we

should flock around Him as did the mul�-

tudes in the Gospels. All that is required

of us is not to resist. We have only to

yield to Him, to the contempla�on of His 

image—in the Gospels, in the saints, in

the Church—and He will take possession

of our hearts.”

Here, again, there is an inherent moral,

ethical and spiritual dimension from that

beauty that flows outward from 

Christ. This is rendered in the form of

very prac�cal and concrete advice in the 

words of Vladimir Solovyov [+1900], for

many the greatest Russian philosopher

known to us: “Before any important deci-

sion, let us evoke in our soul the image of

Christ.  Let us concentrate our a�en�on 

upon it and ask ourselves: Would He Him-

self do this ac�on? Or, in other words:

Will He approve of it or not? To all I pro-

pose this rule: it does not deceive. In eve-

ry dubious case, as soon as the possibility

of a choice is offered to you, remember 

Christ. Picture to yourself His living Per-

son, as it really is, and entrust Him with

the burden of your doubts. Let men of

good will, as individuals, as social factors,

as leaders of mn and peoples, apply this

criterion, and they will really be able, in

the name of truth, to show to others the

way toward God.”

This concreteness is all the more inter-

es�ng, for Solovyov was o�en a highly 

specula�ve thinker. That which he wrote

just over a century ago is hardly a public

ideal any longer—to our great loss. It is

our role to maintain and cul�vate the 

image of divine beauty in our lives as

seen in the face of the incarnate and

transfigured Christ as a sacred obliga�on.

Reprinted from the Orthodox Church in America

web site, h�ps://oca.org/reflec�ons/fr.-steven-

kostoff/transfigura�on-cul�va�ng-the-image-of-

divine-beauty
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On Thursday, August 1, 2019, we begin the

observance of the rela�vely brief Dormi-

�on Fast that prepares us for the celebra-

�on of the Great Feast of the Dormi�on of 

the Mother of God on August 15. And, as

with every fast, we once again are pre-

sented with a chal-

lenge and a

choice. In this in-

stance, the Dormi�on 

Fast presents us with

a choice between

“convenience” and

“commitment.” We

can choose conven-

ience because of the

simple fact that to

fast is decidedly in-

convenient. It takes

planning, vigilance,

discipline, self denial,

and an overall concerted effort. It is con-

venient to allow life to flow on at its usual 

summer rhythm, which includes searching

for that comfort level of least re-

sistance. To break our established

pa�erns of living is always difficult—

something we would only contemplate

with reluctance. So, one choice is to do

nothing different during the Dormi�on 

Fast—or perhaps just doing something

minimal, as a kind of token recogni�on of 

our life in the Church. Such a choice may

not yield in terms of further growth in our

life “in Christ.” It may, rather, mean a

missed opportunity.

Yet, the choice remains to embrace the

Dormi�on Fast, a choice that is decidedly 

“counter-cultural” and one that manifests

a conscious commitment to an Orthodox

Chris�an “way of life.” Such a commitment

signifies that we are looking beyond what 

is convenient toward what is meaning-

ful. It would be a choice in which we rec-

ognize our weaknesses, and our need pre-

cisely for the planning, vigilance, discipline,

self denial and overall concerted effort that 

dis�nguishes the seeker of the “mind of 

Christ” which we have as a gi� within the 

life of the Church.  That is a difficult choice 

to make, and one that is perhaps par�cu-

larly difficult within 

the life of a family

with children who

are o�en resistant to 

any changes. How-

ever, such a difficult 

choice has its

“rewards,” and such

a commitment will

bear fruit in our fam-

ilies and in our par-

ishes. (If embraced

legalis�cally and 

judgmentally, how-

ever, we will lose our

access to the poten�al frui�ulness of the 

fast and only succeed in crea�ng a misera-

ble atmosphere in our homes.) It is a

choice that is determined to seize a good

opportunity as at least a poten�al tool that 

leads to spiritual growth.

Combining the “convenient” with our

“commitment” within our contemporary

social and cultural life is, to some degree,

an op�on.  We o�en don’t allow the 

Church to “get in the way” of our plans

and goals, and that may be hard to avoid

in the circumstances and condi�ons of 

our present “way of life.” It is hard to

prevail in the never-ending “ba�le of the 

calendars.” The surrounding social and

cultural milieu no longer supports our

commitment to Christ and the

Church. In fact, it is usually quite in-

different and it may even be hos�le to-

ward such a commitment. Though we

may hesitate to admit it, we find it very 

challenging not to conform to the world

around us. But it is never impossible to

choose our commitment to our Orthodox

Chris�an way of life over what is merely 

convenient – or simply desired. That

may just be one of those “daily crosses”

that the Lord spoke of – though it may be

a stretch to call that a “cross.” This also

entails choices, and we have to assess

these choices with honesty as we look at

all the factors that make up our lives. In

short, it is very difficult – but profoundly

rewarding – to prac�ce our Orthodox 

Chris�an Faith today!

The heart of a sincere Orthodox Chris�an 
desires to choose the hard path of com-
mitment over the easy (and rather bor-
ing?) path of convenience. During the
Dormi�on Fast, we now have the God-
given opportunity to escape the summer
doldrums that drain our spiritual ener-
gy.  With prayer, almsgiving and fas�ng, 
we can renew our �red bodies and 
souls.  We can li� up our “drooping 
hands” in an a�tude of prayer and 
thanksgiving.  The Dormi�on of the The-
otokos has o�en been called “Pascha in 
the summer.” It celebrates the victory of
life over death—or of death as a transla-
�on into the Kingdom of Heaven. The
Dormi�on Fast is our spiritually vigilant 
prepara�on leading up to that glorious 
celebra�on honoring the Mother of God 
and contemplate our own entrance into
the Kingdom of God. “Behold, now is the
acceptable �me; behold; now is the day 
of salva�on!” [2 Corinthians 6:2].

Reprinted from the Orthodox Church in America

web site, h�ps://oca.org/news/headline-news/

commitment-vs.-convenience-the-dormi�on-fast

“The mind that is occupied with the

thought of God has little room for

other thoughts, especially evil ones.”

– St. Ignatius Brianchaninov
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

August 1 Peter Radjenovich

Barbara Peterson

Joe & Jane Ma�hews

6 Elona Stark

8 Yana Molodova

9 Dan Perro�o

13 Boris & Carrie Niegoda

15 William Osolinksy

19 Dan & Trish Sieckman

25 Juliana Delsante

26 Jim Hanemaayer

Mnogaya Leta! Many Years!

PRAYER LIST

We offer prayers to all of our parishioners 
who are ill or unable to a�end  services:

Patricia Starkey
Jamie Arango

Ann Garza
Marilyn Bezkorovainy

Rose Kurowski
Anna Michkofsky

Frank Kulik
Vickie Kulik

May Our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Physician of our souls and bodies,

reach out his healing hand and bless

these, His servants.

If you know anyone else in need of our
prayers, please contact Bishop Daniel.

Around SS Peter & Paul

On Saturday July 20, twenty-eight under-

privileged neighborhood children each

received about $75 in school supplies,

including a quality backpack, notebooks,

paper, pencils, pens, etc. Our generous

parishioners donated $1350 toward

these supplies. Thirty-five parishioner 

families contributed.

A commi�ee of Bill Weiss, Sue Bieber & 

David Bieber organized and executed this

event. Stephanie Homyak donated a

large amount of supplies. About a dozen

parishioners helped at the school sup-

plies party. Amy Rendon, Principal of

Whi�er Elementary School, gave an ori-

enta�on talk, refreshments were served, 

and kids played a variety of games.

Patriarchal service on the feast day of St.
Prince Vladimir, Equal to the Apostles.

Liturgy in the Assumption Cathedral in the
Kremlin. Procession and prayer at the
monument to the Baptizer of Russia.



THANK YOU to all who contributed to the

School Supplies Project. Twenty-eight

young students received school supplies

because of your generosity. Special

thanks to Stephanie Homyak for the extra

school supplies she was able to donate

and to David Bieber and Bill Weiss for their

fine work of coordina�ng this event.  

Thanks, as well, to our parishioners who

were present to welcome our neighbors as

the school supplies were distributed.

THE BLESSING OF STUDENTS AND TEACH-

ERS will be held on Sunday, September

8th at the end of Divine Liturgy. The annual

blessing marks the beginning of the

Church School Year. We encourage all

students and teachers to be there.

CATEHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD (CGS)

Welcome to a new year of Catechesis of the

Good Shepherd at Saints Peter and Paul! If

you have not yet set up a �me for orienta-

�on, please contact me so that this can be 

done before our first day in the atrium.

Thank you for your support for and dedi-

ca�on to the CGS program and our chil-

dren! Please feel free to contact me with

any ques�ons!

Lesley Zaremba

WELCOME all visitors to SS Peter & Paul.

We hope your visit was enriching and en-

lightening. Please join us in the Cultural

Center, behind the church, for our Fellow-

ship Hour. It’s a chance to meet some of

our members, other visitors, and enjoy

some coffee and fellowship.

HOLY SUPPER TRADITIONS Now that Christ-

mas in July is behind us, and fall merchandise

is already in the stores, it’s �me to think 

about Holy Supper! Marty Gala is seeking

input from everyone about their family’s Holy

Supper tradi�ons, with a focus on the foods 

that were served. To share your tradi�ons, 

please contact Marty Gala.

PAGE 5 SS PETER & PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH NEWSLETTER

FOCA is taking orders for personalized

coasters. They are $12 for a set of 4 and

make great shower, wedding and

housewarming gi�s. A set will be on display 

in the hall. This is an ongoing fundraiser so

remember us for the holidays.

BLESSING OF VEHICLES It is our parish

custom to bless vehicles on the Sunday

nearest to the Feast of the Holy Prophet

Elijah. This year, that commemora�on fell 

on Sunday, July 21.

SUMMER AIR CONDITIONING REMINDER

When running the Hall’s A/C remember to

keep all doors closed and return thermo-

stats to their original se�ng a�er use. Run

away A/Cs costs!

PARKING It is great having so many peo-

ple a�ending services at our parish. With

more people come more cars. Please be

aware that there is no double parking or

blocking other vehicles when parking on

church property. Please only park in park-

ing spaces. Please do not park in the ac-

cess lanes since this is also for Emergency

vehicles, if needed. Please be advised

that there is a sign for "Addi�onal Church 

Parking" direc�ng cars into the Bamboo 

Bakery parking lot located across the

street from our Parish. Please be cogni-

zant of driveway access if parking on the

street. Thank-you for your assistance in

this ma�er. 

OUR CHURCH SCHOOL program is search-

ing for volunteers to help in classes. Please

contact Stephanie Homyak , 602.432.7473,

if you are interested in volunteering.

LIGHTING CANDLES is an important part

of Orthodox worship. We light them as we

pray, making an offering to accompany 

our prayers. Orthodox typically light can-

dles when coming into the church - and

that is usually the best �me to light 

them, but there are �mes when candles 

should not be lit. It is not proper to light

candles during the Epistle or Gospel

readings, during the Li�le or Great En-

trances, the sermon, and most of the

�mes when the faithful are standing. If 

you find yourself arriving to church a�er 

the Liturgy has begun, a good rule of

thumb to remember is - if everyone is

standing, wait un�l they are si�ng to 

light a candle (unless they are si�ng for 

the sermon, of course). Finally, no can-

dles are lit a�er the Great Entrance.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 Procession of the
Lifegiving Cross

Beginning of
Dormition Fast

2 3

5:00pm Vespers

4

8:30am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

FOCA Meeting

5 Forefeast
Transfiguration

6:00pm Vespers

6 Transfiguration of
Our Lord

9:00am Divine Liturgy

Blessing of Fruit

7 Valaam Icon 8 Tolga Icon 9 Ven. Herman of
Alaska, Wonder-

worker of All America

10

5:00pm Vespers

11 Constantinople
Icon

8:30am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

MBAS Meeting

12 13 St. Tikhon,
Wonderworker of

Zadonsk

NO COUNCIL
MEETING

14 ForefeastDormition

6:00pm Vespers

15 Dormition of the
Most Holy Theotokos

9:00am Divine
Liturgy

Blessing of Flowers

16 Feodorovskaya
Icon

17 Icon “Our Lady of
the Kievan Caves”

5:00pm Vespers

18

8:30am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

19 Donskaya Icon 20 21 22 Georgian Icon 23 Leavetaking
Dormition

24 Petrovskaya Icon

5:00pm Vespers

25
8:30am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

11:00-11:30am
CGS Parent Meeting

26 Vladimir and
Pskov-Pechersk Icons

27 28 Ven. Job of
Pochaev

29 Beheading of
St. John the Baptist

30 31

5:00pm Vespers

1 Church New Year
Chernigov-Gethsemane

Icon

8:30am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

2 Kaluga Icon

LABOR DAY

3 4 Icon
“The Unburnt Bush”

5 6 Arapetskaya and
Kievo-Bratskaya Icons

7 Forefeast Nativity
of the Theotokos

5:00pm Vespers

August 2019

We welcome all of our guests and visitors. Please join us in the

Cultural Center for Fellowship Hour following Divine Liturgy

each Sunday.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

BLESSING OF STUDENTS AND TEACHERS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2019


