
Nor yet by any loss of divinity

became He man, nor through

increase became He God from

man; but being the Word He

became flesh, His nature, be-

cause of impassability, re-

maining unchanged.

And so the kings

have come, and

they have seen

the heavenly

King that has

come upon the

earth, not bring-

ing with Him An-

gels, nor Archangels,

nor Thrones, nor Domi-

na�ons, nor Powers, nor Prin-

cipali�es, but, treading a new 

and solitary path, He has come

forth from a spotless womb.

Since this heavenly birth can-

not be described, neither does

His coming amongst us in

these days permit of too curi-

ous scru�ny. Though I know 

that a Virgin this day gave

birth, and I believe that God

was bego�en before all �me, 

yet the manner of this genera-

�on I have learned to venerate 

in silence and I accept that this

is not to be probed too curi-

ously with wordy speech.

For with God we look not for the

order of nature, but rest our faith

in the power of Him who works.

What shall I say to you; what

shall I tell you? I behold a Moth-

er who has brought forth; I see a

Child come to this light by birth.

The manner of His concep�on I 

cannot comprehend.

Nature here rested, while the

Will of God labored. O ineffable 

grace! The Only Bego�en, Who 

is before all ages, Who cannot

be touched or be perceived,

Who is simple, without body,

has now put on my body, that is

visible and liable to corrup�on. 

For what reason? That coming

amongst us he may teach us,

and teaching, lead us by the

hand to the things that men

cannot see. For since men be-

lieve that the eyes are more

trustworthy than the ears, they

doubt of that which they do not

see, and so He has deigned to

show Himself in bodily presence,

that He may remove all doubt.

Christ, finding the holy body 

and soul of the Virgin, builds

for Himself a living temple, and

as He had willed, formed there

a man from the Virgin; and,

pu�ng Him on, this day came 

forth; unashamed of the low-

liness of our nature.

For it was to Him no lowering

to put on what He Himself had

made. Let that handiwork be

(Continued on page 2)
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BEHOLD a new and wondrous

mystery. My ears resound to the

Shepherd’s song, piping no so� 

melody, but chan�ng full forth a 

heavenly hymn. The Angels

sing. The Archangels

blend their voice in

harmony. The Cher-

ubim hymn their

joyful praise. The

Seraphim exalt His

glory. All join to

praise this holy

feast, beholding the

Godhead here on

earth, and man in heav-

en. He Who is above, now for

our redemp�on dwells here 

below; and he that was lowly is

by divine mercy raised.

Bethlehem this day resembles

heaven; hearing from the stars

the singing of angelic voices; and

in place of the sun, enfolds with-

in itself on every side, the Sun of

jus�ce. And ask not how: for 

where God wills, the order of

nature yields. For He willed; He

had the power; He descended;

He redeemed; all things yielded

in obedience to God. This day

He Who is, is Born; and He Who

is, becomes what He was not.

For when He was God, He be-

came man; yet not depar�ng 

from the Godhead that is His.
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November Council Highlights

 October Operating Income was
$20,975.33 and Operating Expenses
were $17,575.09 resulting in a positive
balance of $3,400.24 for the month.

 Proceeds from the Parish Christmas
Card will benefit the St. Macarius
Monastery building fund.

 Council approved security proposal
to replace current security camera
system.

 Church School Nativity program and visit
from St. Nicholas will be December 7th.
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Now that we are in the Na�vity Fast, I 

pray it is going well for everyone.

We should always remember

that this fast is not only about

food, but about pu�ng away 

all evil and sin in our lives,

preparing our hearts for the

birth of Christ, and drawing

closer to Him. When we

keep this in mind, we can

pass through the Fast re-

membering that it is the Na-

�vity of our Lord and Saviour 

that we will be celebra�ng. Let us 

not become so caught up in the trap-

pings of the season that we forget the

true reason for our fas�ng.

Christ tells us that He was born to suffer, 

die, and rise again, to save us from hell

and eternal torment and to open for us

the path to the heavenly Kingdom. During

this Fast, we should pause and reflect on 

our life, the judgment to come, eternity,

and what answer we will give to God for

how we have lived. He is the Word

Who became flesh—the eternal

Son of God, co-eternal with the

Father and the Holy Spirit—

Who took on our humanity,

becoming incarnate of the

Holy Spirit and the Virgin

Mary. We proclaim and re-

member this every �me we 

recite the Creed in our per-

sonal prayers and in the Divine

Liturgy. This wondrous, awe-

some, and saving mystery hum-

bles us, reminding us of the immeasur-

able love of our Good God, who came to

earth to show us the path to His Kingdom.

Shortly a�er the Na�vity, we will welcome 

a new civil year, a �me when many make 

resolu�ons. But we should not wait un�l 

then. Let us resolve now, during the Na-

�vity Fast, to pray more, read Holy Scrip-

ture more, and live as Christ calls us to

live—humbly and obediently, as His serv-

ants. Let us also take �me to make peace 

with everyone and to forgive those who

have hurt or offended us.

If we do this, then as we con�nue 

through the Fast, we will be able to con-

template all that God has done for man-

kind and for each of us personally. And

so, with peaceful and thankful hearts, we

will be prepared to joyfully welcome the

Christ-Child into the world and to begin

the New Year in peace.

May we all have a blessed Fast.

Fr. Mikel

forever glorified, which became the cloak 

of its own Creator. For as in the first crea-

�on of flesh, man could not be made be-

fore the clay had come into His hand, so

neither could this corrup�ble body be 

glorified, un�l it had first become the gar-

ment of its Maker.

What shall I say! And how shall I describe

this Birth to you? For this wonder fills me 

with astonishment. The Ancient of days

has become an infant. He Who sits upon

the sublime and heavenly Throne, now

lies in a manger. And He Who cannot be

touched, Who is simple, without complex-

ity, and incorporeal, now lies subject to

the hands of men. He Who has broken the

bonds of sinners, is now bound by an in-

fants bands. But He has decreed that ig-

nominy shall become honor, infamy be

clothed with glory, and total humilia�on 

(Continued from page 1) the measure of His Goodness.

For this He assumed my body, that I may

become capable of His Word; taking my

flesh, He gives me His spirit; and so He 

bestowing and I receiving, He prepares for

me the treasure of Life. He takes my flesh, 

to sanc�fy me; He gives me His Spirit, that 

He may save me.

Come, then, let us observe the Feast. Truly

wondrous is the whole chronicle of the Na-

�vity. For this day the ancient slavery is 

ended, the devil confounded, the demons

take to flight, the power of death is broken, 

paradise is unlocked, the curse is taken

away, sin is removed from us, error driven

out, truth has been brought back, the

speech of kindliness diffused, and spreads 

on every side, a heavenly way of life has

been ¡in planted on the earth, angels com-

municate with men without fear, and men

now hold speech with angels.

Why is this? Because God is now on

earth, and man in heaven; on every side

all things commingle. He became Flesh.

He did not become God. He was God.

Wherefore He became flesh, so that He 

Whom heaven did not contain, a manger

would this day receive. He was placed in

a manger, so that He, by whom all things

arc nourished, may receive an infant¢s

food from His Virgin Mother. So, the

Father of all ages, as an infant at the

breast, nestles in the virginal arms, that

the Magi may more easily see Him. Since

this day the Magi too have come, and

made a beginning of withstanding tyran-

ny; and the heavens give glory, as the

Lord is revealed by a star.

To Him, then, Who out of confusion has

wrought a clear path, to Christ, to the

Father, and to the Holy Ghost, we offer 

all praise, now and for ever.
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Fr. Lawrence Farley

We can celebrate God’s Birth and Bap-

�sm in the flesh this month and next be-

cause St. Nicholas and the other Fathers

of the First Ecumenical Council fought

against all odds to affirm the Divinity of 

Christ. Here’s the story of how the Nicene

Creed— which Orthodox Chris�ans have 

stated each Christmas and every Sunday

for almost 1,700 years—came into being.

What St. Nicholas Fought

For by Fr. Lawrence Farley

We can celebrate God’s

Birth and Baptism in the

flesh this month and next

because St. Nicholas and

the other Fathers of the

First Ecumenical Council

fought against all odds to

affirm the Divinity of Christ.

Here’s the story of how the

Nicene Creed— which Or-

thodox Christians have stat-

ed each Christmas and every Sunday for

almost 1,700 years—came into being.

Exclusion is not always wrong. Take the

early part of the fourth century, for in-

stance. Then the heresy of Arianism was

spreading over the Christian world like a

raging roaring disease. This was the heresy

that denied that Jesus was truly divine, and

asserted instead that he was a creature,

created by the one true God in the same

way as the angels were created. Jesus of

Nazareth therefore was not God, according

to the Arians, though they allowed that He

was very, very important, a heavenly celeb-

rity of sorts, but not God in any real sense.

That is, He could be admired and praised,

but not actually worshipped with the same

worship with which the Church worshipped

the Father. This last bit was very important

too, for salvation consists of worshipping

Jesus, in falling down before Him as did

Thomas and crying to Him, “My Lord and

my God!” Given the popularity of Arianism,

something had to be done.

Something was done, and what was done

we now call “the First Ecumenical Council

of Nicea.” Bishops then came from all

over to the town of Nicea in 325 AD to

thrash out the whole thing. It didn’t take

them long to conclude that Jesus was

divine, and that Arius’ teaching was simp-

ly wrong. But how to declare this? Arius

was a slippery fellow, and there seemed

to be no kind of Biblical formula or �tle 

for Christ that he could not

twist and redefine for his 

own purposes. The Fathers

therefore decided to do

something radical and un-

precedented—namely, to

use nonbiblical phrases to

describe who Christ was.

They took the bap�smal 

creed, the statement with

which all catechumens had

to agree in order to be

bap�zed and be consid-

ered Chris�ans, and insert-

ed several phrases—phrases so clear that

even someone as slippery as Arius could-

n’t wriggle out of them. Jesus was not

only “the only-bego�en Son of God,” He 

was also “light from light, true God from

true God, bego�en not made, of the 

same essence as the Father, from Whom

[i.e. Jesus] all things were made.” These

phrases stated the divinity of Christ so

clearly that not even Arius could say the

words without choking.

That was, of course, the point: the Creed-

al statement was constructed with such

precision as to exclude people like Arius.I

n one sense the Creed was inclusive: any

person anywhere, regardless of race, lan-

guage, ethnicity, or colour could confess

it, be that person slave or free, rich or

poor. But it was also exclusive: any per-

son who did not believe the full and per-

fect divinity of Jesus of Nazareth could

not confess it, and thus could not be a

member of the Church.

Why this insistence on exclusion? The Fa-

thers of Nicea wanted to exclude heresy

from the Church for the same reason that

a doctor wants to exclude cancer from the

body of his pa�ent… Heresy will kill the 

soul, just as surely as cancer will kill the

body. Salva�on consists of exclusion — the

cancer must be excluded from the body,

and heresy must be excluded from the

soul... [The Fathers of Nicea] were physi-

cians of the soul, working as pastors in the

front line, concerned to save the souls of

the children of men. They knew that only

as men fell down before Christ as God and

offered their lives to Him could they find 

salva�on. They therefore excluded the 

Arian error which insisted on omi�ng this 

saving spiritual prostra�on. They knew 

they lived in a world of dying men. Only by

falling down before the divine Christ could

those men find eternal life.
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SS PETER & PAUL WOMEN’S BOOK CLUB

With the blessing of Fr Mikel, SS Peter

and Paul is pleased to announce the

formation of a Women’s Book Club.

Our goal is to strengthen and deepen

our understanding of the Orthodox

Christian faith and our life in Christ

through reading and discussion.

The group will meet on the last Satur-

day of the month before vespers, with

our first meeting on January 31, 2026.

We will start with Indication of the Way

into the Kingdom of Heaven. If you are

interested in joining us, please contact

Katrina Delsante or Stephanie Homyak

so we can ensure enough copies are

available in the bookstore.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATION

Please donate to the Christmas Flower

Fund to help beau�fy our church for 

the bright and fes�ve celebra�on of 

Christ’s birth. Your generosity makes

our church a joyful and welcoming

place for all during this holy season.



Youth Corner: Nativity Word Search

ANGELS

BETHLEHEM

DONKEY

FRANKINCENSE

GOLD

JESUS

JOSEPH

HEROD

LAMB

MANGER

MARY

MYRRH

SHEPHERD

NATIVITY

STAR

THREE KINGS

WISEMEN
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OFFERINGS AND PLEDGES

Please put your cash and checks

into the offering envelopes located      

in the narthex or the pews.

NATIVITY WORD
SEARCH

The Prophet Habakkuk (Dec. 2)

was the eighth of the twelve mi-

nor prophets who lived around

650 BC. He foretold the devasta-

tion of the Jerusalem Temple, the

Babylonian captivity of the Jews

and their return to their home-

land. He wrote the book of Hab-

akkuk of the Old Testament,

which is our main source of infor-

mation about his life.

We know him as a descendant of

the tribe of Simeon who took

refuge in Arabia during the as-

sault of the Babylonian armies on

the Jewish Kingdom. In the Bible

(Daniel 14:33 – 37), we read

about a miracle that happened to

the prophet. During his stay in

Arabia, he met an angel of the

Lord as he was bringing food to the reap-

ers. The angel transported him to Babylon

all the answers and learns to surrender

himself to His will and exercise patience in

His faith. He ends with a heartfelt confes-

sion of his faith.

The Prophet Habakkuk lived to his old

age and died in his homeland. His relics

were discovered during the reign of the

Roman Emperor Theodosius.

where the Prophet Daniel

was suffering in captivity.

That way, the food intended

for the reapers alleviated the

hunger of the Prophet Daniel

and lifted his spirit.

His book of Habakkuk is a

conversation between God

and one of His children. It

reflects the doubts in His

righteousness that had

spread across large sections

of the Kingdom of Judah. He

begins by asking God why He

was doing nothing about the

wickedness and oppression

that had overwhelmed the

Kingdom. Learning that God

was preparing to take action

and use the ruthless infidels,

the Babylonians, as His weapon, he was

even more perplexed. He hears from God

Welcome to SS Peter and Paul! We’re

so glad you chose to spend part of your

day with us. Whether you’re visiting

from out of town, searching for a

church home, or simply exploring faith,

we hope you feel God’s love and the

warmth of this community. Please join

us for Coffee Hour in the Church Hall.



GrowinginFaith:Education,Outreach&OrthodoxWitness
the layman. Father Ambrose of Syracuse’s

own Sts. Peter and Paul kicked the conver-

sa�on off with the light topic (not) of dy-

namic, hyposta�c self-giving. Through the

words of Saint Sophrony, he emphasized

that self-isolated beings cannot love and

only the Church can reorient our culture of

solitude. As the Trinity is a reciprocal, self-

emptying union, we too can only find the 

fullness of life in each other beyond all na-

�onal and cultural di-

vides. This sen�ment 

was con�nued by my 

favorite speaker and

mentor, Dr. Michael

Sider-Rose (I’m totally

unbiased in this selec-

�on) in his speech   

�tled “The Who, the 

How, and the We of Orthodox Service”. He

began by addressing not only the transgres-

sive nature of individualism, but also the

division that haunts our country. In

recalling the Civil Rights Movement, Dr.

Michael emphasizes the inherently

Chris�an and American mo�ves of the 

movement. We are told that there are

poli�cal dichotomies that cleave even 

Chris�an communi�es, when in reality, 

these are fallacies that cloud our visions of

service. Both of these speeches were

materialized in the work of Father Mircea

and Matushka Sarah. Together, they began

the St. Herman food chapel at their parish

as a way of addressing the needs of their

surrounding community and loving the

hungry person in front of them. None of

these speakers presented new ideals, but

rather a recollec�on of very (very) old   

Orthodox Chris�an tradi�ons of service.

“RECLAIM THE TRADITION” INAUGURAL CON-

FERENCE: REFLECTIONS, PONDERINGS, ETC.

Natalya Delsante

Earlier this month, my fellow cohort mem-

bers and I had the pleasure of a�ending 

the first conference hosted by the Neigh-

borhood Resilience Project. The �tle 

“Reclaim the Tradi�on” was eloquently 

introduced by my current CEO, Fr. Paul

Abernathy, through

the frame of our eu-

charis�c tradi�on. He 

strongly claimed that

eucharis�c communi-

�es who do not en-

gage the world are a

failure to the

“Catholic” �tle we 

proclaim in the Creed. The tradi�on Fr. Paul 

urged us to reclaim is one of placing altars

among the forsaken and figh�ng the sin of 

individualism. As Orthodox Chris�ans, we 

are called to be in full compassion with the

world and are only truly Catholic when we

are unified with all communi�es. With the 

Church’s first founding in the United States, 

Orthodoxy o�en func�oned through a 

form of “in-reach”, as it was a haven for

immigrants who needed to care for their

immediate community. In recognizing our

current context as an established Church

beyond dis�nct cultural �es, Father Paul 

and the successive speakers pushed for a

recollec�on of our tradi�on of outreach.

Within this framework, the following

speakers described various facets of minis-

try including our theological understanding

of trinia�an unity, the dissec�on of the 

inflammatory term “woke”, and the role of 

Mia Quintanilla earned her Master of Di-

vinity (M.Div.) from Grand Canyon Univer-

sity, a graduate degree designed to pre-

pare students for ministry and chaplaincy.

She began the program with two inten-

�ons: to seek the truth and to meet the 

educa�onal requirements for becoming a 

Navy chaplain. At the �me, she was serv-

ing in the Navy as an enlisted non-

commissioned officer.

During her studies, Mia was introduced—

by God’s grace—to the teachings of the

Orthodox Church. This encounter ultimate-

ly led her to the Orthodox faith, where she

found the truth she had been searching for

and made her spiritual home.

Midway through her M.Div. program, the

Navy medically disqualified her from pursu-

ing a commission as a chaplain due to her

prior kidney donation to her mother. In hind-

sight, Mia views this change in direction as a

blessing, especially after becoming a bap-

tized member of the Orthodox Church.

When asked what she plans to do with

her degree, Mia responds with humility:

she will pray to be able to con�nue in her 

voca�on as a nurse. She also intends to 

pursue further study in Koine (Biblical)

Greek, deepening her understanding of

Scripture and theology.
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Make glad, O ye righteous! Greatly rejoice, O ye heavens! Ye

mountains, dance for joy! Christ is born; and like the cherubim the

Virgin makes a throne, carrying at her bosom God the Word made

flesh. Shepherds, glorify the newborn Child! Magi, offer the Mas-

ter gifts! Angels, sing praises, saying: “O Lord past understanding,

glory to Thee!”

—First Sticheron of the Praises, Nativity Matins

Mia Quintanilla, M.Div.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES

December 1 Andrew Blischak
3 Grace Weiss
5 Natalya Delsante
6 Philip Mauskopf
7 Roman Gabriel Mauskopf
11 Isolda Akhba

Culey Mebrahtu
12 Walter Moschowsky

Yuliya Keck
Carl Brawn

15 Svetlana & John Tanner
18 Savva Tukan
19 Alanna Geiler
22 Eva Helena Mauskopf
23 Margot Davis
26 Joseph Gala

Irina Zaremba
28 David & Stephanie Homyak

Svetlana Tanner
29 Larry & Teddi Gardner

John Bushko

PRAYER LIST

May Our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Physician of our souls and bodies,

reach out his healing hand and bless

these, His servants.

We offer prayers to all of our parishioners
who are ill or unable to attend services:

William Osolinsky

Anatoly Bezkorovainy

Jamie Arango

Marie Lobb

Ann Carroll

Antonia Adams-Clement

Walter Booriakin

If you know of anyone else in need of our
prayers, please contact Fr. Mikel Bock..

HOLY READS & SACRED GIFTS: BOOKSTORE
UPDATE While the bookstore carries a
wide assortment of small items for the
holidays, a more impac�ul and though�ul 
gi� may be in fact a book! Our selec�on 
ranges from the necessi�es of spiritual life
- bibles, psalters and many prayer books/
akathists - to prac�cal advice for living.

Do you know a person who is an avid
biography reader or lover of history?
We have many titles for this per-
son. The lives of the saints and/or
just general history of differ-
ent points in time in the Church can
be found on our shelves. For example, The
Religion of the Apostles, Orthodox Christi-
anity in the First Century is a great
pick! Father Dr. Stephen De Young traces
the lineage of Orthodox Christianity back
to the faith and witness of the apostles,
which was rooted in a first-century Jewish

worldview. The Religion of the Apos-
tles presents the Orthodox Christian
Church of today as a continuation of the
religious life of the apostles, which in turn
was a continuation of the life of the peo-
ple of God since the beginning of creation.

How about someone that is new to Ortho-
doxy, or someone that wishes to grow
deeper in their knowledge of the faith? A
book like The Orthodox Church by Fr. Timo-
thy Ware is a classic choice that has
led thousands of people into the Church.
Another title is by Fr. Stephen Damick enti-

tled Arise, O God. The gospel of Jesus
Christ is not about what Jesus can do

for your life. It is not even the answer to
the question, "How can I be saved?" It is

the declaration of a victory. In His coming
to earth, His suffering, and His Resurrec-

tion, Christ conquered demons, sin, and
death. In Arise, O God, author and podcast-
er Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick introduces
us to the spiritual war that Christ won by
His victory, how we are caught in that war’s
cosmic crossfire, what the true content of
the gospel is - and how we are to respond.

Around SS Peter & Paul

Please stop by and speak with Katrina and
she will happily find the �tle that is right 
for your needs. The breadth of our selec-
�on is at an all �me high for our par-
ish! Come and take a look!

Finally, calendars, both wall and pocket
size, should be arriving this month from St.
Tikhon's Press. We have limited quantities
of both, so be sure to get yours soon.

Wishing you all a blessed Na�vity fast and 
joyous Christmas!

Project Mexico 2026 Our parish communi-
ty is warmly invited to take part in Project
Mexico 2026, where we will join together
in the life-changing work of building
homes for families in need.

Mission Dates: June 11–17, 2026
Cost: $900 per par�cipant
— $100 registra�on
— $800 fundraising goal-
We hope you’ll consider
being part of this mean-
ingful ministry of service,
fellowship, and love in
ac�on.

MEMORY ETERNAL!

Peter Radjenovich fell asleep in the
Lord on Sunday, November 23rd .
Please pray for him, especially
throughout the coming forty
days. May the Lord grant him rest
with the saints and make his memory
to be eternal! Please also pray also for
his family and friends. May the Lord
Himself be their comfort and consola-
�on. The funeral is scheduled for Fri-
day, December 5th at 10:00am.



CHRISTMAS PROGRAM AND VISIT

FROM ST NICHOLAS In conjunction with

our annual visit from St Nicholas, Church

School students are preparing a Christ-

mas program for the parish. The festivi-

ties will take place after church on Sun-

day, December 7h. Following the program,

St Nicholas will join us in preparing for our

celebration of Christ’s Birth and, as he al-

ways does, distribute pre-Christmas “treats”

to the young and to the young at heart.

CONFESSIONS Everyone seems to be busy

at this time of the year: busy traveling, busy

working, busy getting ready for Christmas,

busy making or purchasing gifts. As the

Feast of the Lord’s Nativity draws near, do

not forget to also take the time to prepare

yourself spiritually before receiving the Holy

Gifts on Christmas morning. An essential

part of our spiritual preparation is the con-

fession of our sins and receiving the Lord’s

forgiveness. Confessions are heard after

Vespers or by appointment. An appoint-

ment can be made before Vespers or any-

time during the week.

NEW YEAR’S DAY We begin the New Year

by invoking God’s blessing upon our fami-

lies, our parish, the Church, and the world.

Divine Liturgy (Feast of the Circumcision of

Christ and Commemora�on of Saint Basil 

the Great) begins at 9:00 am (Hours at

8:40am) on Thursday, January 1, 2026.

Immediately following the Divine Liturgy,

there will be a Molieben for the New Year.

PARISH CHRISTMAS CARD Each year SS

Peter and Paul sends Christmas cards to

parishioners (some of whom are not able

to come to church very o�en or at all). It is 

a simple way to tell people, “We remem-

ber you and love you” while sharing the

joy of the feast. The deadline to have your

name included in the Parish Christmas

Card is December 14th. Proceeds will bene-

fit the St. Macarius Monastery Building 

Fund. Forms are available in the narthex

and in the church hall. Contact Stephanie

Homyak with any ques�ons: 602.432.7473 

(cell) or stephanie_homyak@yahoo.com.
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date contribu�on statements will be sent 

out in early December to everyone for

whom we have an email or mailing ad-

dress. Please consider your church in your

year-end financial planning, especially for 

tax purposes. Year-to-date contribu�on 

summary statements will again be

emailed out in early December. If you do

not receive one, see Dave Homyak in the

church office. Please be sure to turn in 

your dona�ons for 2025 on or prior to 

December 28th or contact the

Financial Secretary, John Hecht, if

the church’s expected receipt is a

li�le later. Otherwise, contribu-

�ons received a�erward may/will 

be a�ributed to 2026.

MAKING CHARITABLE GIFTS/DONATIONS

The best value often comes from donating

appreciated assets (e.g., IRA/401K/stocks),

because donors can get a deduction, while

skipping capital-gains tax on the asset's

capital growth. Qualified Charitable, RMD,

and Cash donations to charities are often

deducible up to % of adjusted gross in-

come, while the limit for gifts of other

assets is often higher. Not allowed por-

tions of the total gift for that particular

year can usually be carried over to future

years as a future deduction. SS Peter and

Paul is eligible to receive these types of

gifts, contributions, or donations. If you

are concerned that the charitable deduc-

tion could shrink next year? If so, make a

large donation to a "donor-advised" fund

and thus qualify for a full write-off within

the current year. Assets can grow tax-free

in the fund until the donor(s) specify tax-

free recipients, such as your church, in

some later year(s). SS Peter and Paul as-

pires to acquire surrounding property as it

becomes available for further expansion

and growth. In order to take advantage of

these availabilities when the time comes,

the church will need to have the financial

reserves available to be able to act. Please

consider your church in your financial and

estate planning. Please contact the church

treasurer for further advisement.

PARISH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS: If you

wish to run for the Parish Council, please

contact Fr. Mikel or John Bushko. You

must be a member in good standing.

NO-PARKING ZONES: Please do not dou-

ble-park vehicles or park in any of the fire 

lanes. Overflow parking is available across 

the street in the Bamboo Bakery lot.

HOLY SUPPER Following Ma�ns on De-

cember 24, a Lenten meal will be served

in the church hall. This Holy Supper is an

eastern European tradi-

�on that is steeped with 

the tradi�ons of the na-

�vity.  Please see Marty 

Gala if you plan on

a�ending the dinner to 

let her know how many people from your

family will a�end.  Also, see Marty if you 

are able to provide a dish or donate to-

wards some of the tradi�on items such as 

the fish, pierogi, honey, etc. 

HOLIDAY NUT ROLL AVAILABLE FOR PICKUP

If you ordered a nut, poppy, or apricot

roll, they are available for pick up every

Sunday during coffee hour.  Please see the 

Myrrhbearers ladies at the table right of

the coffee table.  Also, MBAS would like to 

thank everyone who volunteered to make

the nut rolls. We had another successful

year and the funds will con�nue to sup-

port the beau�fica�on of the church and 

ac�vi�es at the church.

PARISH POTLUCK A Lenten potluck will be

held on December 14th to remember St. Her-

man (Dec. 13) and celebrate the newly illu-

mined from the baptisms on December 13h.

Fish will be provided by the Myrrhbearers and

we invite everyone to bring Lenten side dishes

and desserts to share. The nuns from St. Mary

of Egypt Monastery will also be with us, offer-

ing their handmade items for sale.

FROM THE CHURCH TREASURER The final 

month of the year has arrived! Now is the

perfect �me to ensure your 2025 church 

pledge and contribu�ons are submi�ed 

and recorded before year-end. Year-to-



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

30 Apostle Andrew,
First Called

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

1 Prophet Nahum 2 Prophet Habakkuk 3 Prophet Zephaniah

6:00pm Bible Study

4 St. Alexander
Holovitsky

Great Martyr Barbara

5 Ven. Sabbas the
Sanctified

9:00am Viewing
10:00am Funeral—

Peter Radjenovich

6:00pm Vespers

6 St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

4:00PM DRESS RE-

HEARSAL FOR CHURCH

SCHOOL PROGRAM

5:00pm Vespers

7 St. Ambrose, Bishop
of Milan

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy
Project Mexico Collection

CHURCH SCHOOL

NATIVITY PROGRAM

VISIT FROM

ST. NICHOLAS

8 9 Conception of the
Most Holy Theotokos

by St. Anna

6:00pm Council

10 Martyrs Menas,
Hermogene, & Eugraphus

6:00pm Bible Study

11 12 St. Spiridon the
Wonderworker

13 Repose of St.
Herman of Alaska

10:00am BAPTISMS

5:00pm Vespers

14 Holy Forefathers

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

MBAS MEETING

15 16 17

6:00pm Bible Study

18 19

6:00pm Vespers

20 Sat. Before Nativity

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

5:00pm Vespers

21 Sunday Before Nativity

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

MBAS CHRISTMAS

BAKE SALE & RAFFLE

22 23 24 Eve of the
Nativity of Our Lord

8:00am Royal Hours
Vesperal Divine Liturgy

5:00pm Matins
6:00pm Holy Supper

25 NATIVITY OF
OUR LORD

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHRIST IS BORN!

GLORIFY HIM!

26 Synaxis of the Most
Holy Theotokos

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

27 Sat. After Nativity
First Martyr Stephen

5:00pm Vespers

28 Sun. After Nativity
Holy Righteous David the King,
Joseph the Betrothed, and James

the Brother of the Lord

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

NO CHURCH SCHOOL

29 30 31 Leavetaking
Nativity

5:30pm Vespers

1 Circumcision of
Christ

St. Basil the Great
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

New Year Molieben

2 3

5:00pm Vespers

4 Forefeast of Theophany

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

FOCA MEETING

5 Eve of Theophany

8:00am Royal Hours
Vesperal Divine Liturgy

Blessing of Water

6 THEOPHANY
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

7 Synaxis St John
the Baptist

8 9 10

5:00pm Vespers

December 2025

Parish Nativity Card

Please complete the form available

in the narthex and hall. Deadline is

December 14, 2025.

HOLY SUPPER

Wednesday, December 24,

2025 following Matins.

Please see Marty Gala to sign-up.

Nativity Program and visit from

St. Nicholas

Sunday, December 7th

MBAS CHRISTMAS BAKE SALE

AND RAFFLE

Sunday, December 21, 2025

Nut Roll Pickup

December 7, 14, and 21

CHURCH SCHOOL is looking for
addi�onal classroom assistants for 
our middle school and high school
classes. Please contact Stephanie
Homyak at 602.432.7473.


