
he sixth of January is the

feast of the Theophany or Epiph-

any. Originally it was the one

Christian feast of the “shining

forth” of God to the world in the

human form of Jesus of Nazareth.

It included the celebration of

Christ’s birth, the adoration of

the Wisemen, and all of the child-

hood events of Christ such as his

circumcision and presentation to

the temple as well as his baptism

by John in the Jordan. There

seems to be little doubt that this

feast, like Easter and Pentecost,

was understood as the fulfillment

of a previous Jewish festival, in

this case the Feast of Lights.

Epiphany means shining forth

or manifesta�on. The feast is 

o�en called, as it is in the Or-

thodox service books, The-

ophany, which means the shin-

ing forth and manifesta�on of 

God. The emphasis in the pre-

sent day celebra�on is on the 

appearance of Jesus as the

human Messiah of Israel and

the divine Son of God, One of

the Holy Trinity with the Father

and the Holy Spirit.

Thus, in the bap�sm by John in 

the Jordan, Jesus iden�fies 

himself with sinners as the

“Lamb of God who takes away

the sin of the world” (Jn 1:29),

the “Beloved” of the Father

The consecra�on of the waters 

on this feast places the en�re 

world—through its “prime ele-

ment” of watering the perspec-

�ve of the cosmic crea�on, 

sanc�fica�on, and glorifica�on 

of the Kingdom of God in Christ

arid the Spirit. It tells us that

man and the world were in-

deed created and saved in or-

der to be “filled with all the 

fullness of God” (Eph 3:19), the

“fullness of him who fills all in 

all” (Eph 1:22). It tells us that

Christ, in who in “the whole

fulness of deity dwells bodily,”

is and shall be truly “all, and in

all” (Col 2:9, 3:11). It tells us as

well that the “new heavens and

the new earth” which God has

promised through his prophets

and apostles (Is 66:2; 2 Peter

3:13, Rev 21:1) are truly “with

us” already now in the, mystery

of Christ and his Church.

Thus, the sanc�fica�on and 

sprinkling of the Epiphany wa-

ter is the expression of the

most central fact of the Chris-

�an vision of man, his life and 

his world. It is the liturgical

tes�mony that the voca�on 

and des�ny of crea�on is to be 

“filled with all the fullness of 

God” (Eph 3:19).

Taken from The Orthodox Faith by Fr.
Thomas Hopko
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whose messianic task it is to

redeem men from their sins (Lk

3:21, Mk 1:35). And he is re-

vealed as well as One of the

Divine Trinity, tes�fied to by 

the voice of the Father, and by

the Spirit in the form of a dove.

 It is the faith of Chris�ans that 

since the Son of God has taken

human flesh and has been im-

mersed in the streams of the

Jordan, all ma�er is sanc�fied 

and made pure in him, purged

of its death-dealing quali�es 

inherited from the devil and

the wickedness of men. In the

Lord’s epiphany all crea�on 

becomes good again, indeed

“very good,” the way that God

himself made it and proclaimed

it to be in the beginning when

“the Spirit of God was moving

over the face of the wa-

ters” (Gen 1:2) and when the

“Breath of Life” was breathing

in man and in everything that

God made (Gen 1:30; 2:7).

The world and everything in it is

indeed “very good” (Gen 1:31) and

when it becomes polluted, cor-

rupted and dead, God saves it

once more by effecting the “new

creation” in Christ, his divine Son

and our Lord by the grace of the

Holy Spirit (Gal 6:15). This is what is

celebrated on Epiphany, particular-

ly in the Great Blessing of Water.

T
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s we begin the New Year, the first great

feast we celebrate is the Feast of The-

ophany—the Baptism of our Lord. This feast

calls each of us to remember our own bap-

tism, which was performed for every one of

us. At that baptism, whether we spoke

for ourselves as adults or our godpar-

ents spoke on our behalf, a solemn

promise was made to God: to

renounce Satan and all his works,

and to unite ourselves to Christ.

Sadly, we some�mes forget 

this promise. Yet it is some-

thing we should always re-

member, especially as the world

around us grows increasingly

filled with confusion and evil. As 

Orthodox Chris�ans, we are called to draw 

closer to Christ, who alone heals us of our

sins and restores our souls.

During the first week of January, we cele-

brate the solemn rite of the Great Sanc�fi-

ca�on of Water. At the heart of this ser-

vice is the prayer in which the Lord is glori-

fied and the grace of the Holy Spirit is 

called down upon the waters. This prayer

begins with the words:

“Great art Thou, O Lord, and marvelous

are Thy works, and there is no word suffi-

cient to hymn Thy wonders.”

Anyone who has attended the mystery of

Baptism will recognize these same words, for

the prayer of sanctification of the baptis-

mal water begins in exactly the same

way. In fact, the first part of the

prayer is identical in both services,

changing only later to reflect the

specific mystery of a new soul

being baptized. This connection

reminds us that Theophany is not

only about Christ’s Baptism, but

also about our own.

When a person is bap�zed as an 

adult, he or she makes these vows

personally. When bap�zed as an infant, 

the godfather or godmother—the spon-

sors—make these vows on the child’s be-

half. Yet many people forget these prom-

ises, and some are not even aware that

such vows were ever made for them.

We should reflect seriously on how we are 

fulfilling these vows in our lives. What 

would happen if, on the last day, it were

revealed that vows were made, yet the

person never even knew what was prom-

ised? What does it truly mean to re-

nounce Satan and all his works, and to

unite oneself to Christ?

To renounce Satan means to reject what-

ever s�fles the soul and distracts us from 

God. As the Lord says in the Gospel of

Luke, “One thing is needed.” To unite our-

selves with Christ means not only to know

His commandments, but to live them, and

to grow into real communion with Him.

On this great feast of Theophany, let us

think deeply about these things. Let us

pray that the Lord grants us firm faith, 

wisdom, and strength to fulfill the vows 

made at our bap�sm—not to be swal-

lowed up by the distrac�ons of the world, 

but to remain faithful to our promise to

be united with Christ forever.

May our good Lord grant us the grace to

live out our bap�smal vows throughout 

this New Year of 2026.

Fr. Mikel

A

On Saturday, January 31st at 3pm in the

church hall, we will have our first meeting

to discuss the short and concise book enti-

tled Indication of the Way into the Kingdom

of God. If you don't have a copy yet, you

may purchase one at the bookstore for $13.

You may also purchase a digital version

from Holy Trinity Publications (https://

holytrinitypublications.com/product/

indication-of-the-way-into-the-kingdom-of-

heaven/) or a Kindle version from Amazon if

that is your preferred method of reading.

In the first meeting we will be discussing

the Introduction and Chapter 1. If you are

able, please come prepared having al-

ready read the Introduction and Chapter 1

(This is a total of 11 pages). Please make

note of any questions you may have and

take a look at the "Points of Reflection" at

the end of both sections assigned.

Here is a synopsis of this short book from

the Holy Trinity Publica�ons website:

People were not created merely to live

here on earth like animals that disappear

a�er their death, but to live with God and 

in God, and to live not for a hundred or a

thousand years, but to live eternally.

So begins this direct and heart-warming

introduction to the Christian life that was

first composed for the Aleut people of Alas-

ka in the early nineteenth century. This

book offers a classic Christian response to

questions that we all must address at some

point in our life: Why are we here and

where can we truly find happiness and

prosperity? In a time when the futility of the

never-ending pursuit of material gain is

being recognised more widely this work is

more relevant than ever.

Since its first publication in Aleut in 1833

this book has been published in numerous

Russian language editions and seven English

language printings. This new English lan-

guage edition is further enhanced with

points for reflection at the end of each sec-

tion that can be used as an aid for further

engagement with the text either individual-

ly or in a guided group study setting.

The Priest John Veniaminov was Russian

born and raised in Siberia. He went on to

become Bishop of a massive trans con�-

nental diocese and ul�mately the Metro-

politan of Moscow, the most senior Bish-

op of the Russian Orthodox Church. He is

most widely known today by the simple

�tle of St Innocent of Alaska.
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Fr. Lawrence Farley

           ith the possible literary excep�on of 

Tarzan, real men do not climb trees. At

least they didn’t in the Middle East in the

�me of Jesus. Neither

did they run. Running

was for children, profes-

sional messengers, and

soldiers. Adults who

were neither professional

runners nor soldiers did

not run. They strolled at

a leisurely pace, as befit 

men of importance and

great dignity.

It is important to keep these bits of Middle

Eastern culture in mind when we read the

story of Zacchaeus in Saint Luke’s Gos-

pel. He badly wanted to see Jesus when

he heard at the last minute that He was

passing through his town of Jeri-

cho. There was a great crowd surrounding

Him, and Zacchaeus, being a short li�le 

man, could not see past the crowd. Nor-

mally Middle Eastern crowds would make

way for rich important people, but Zac-

chaeus knew there was li�le chance of 

that. He was a chief tax-collector, some-

one who had fa�ened himself and feath-

ered his nest through ripping off others at 

every opportunity, and he was well and

thoroughly hated for it as a result. No one

in the anonymous crowd was going to

make way for him, and wading into the

crowd was too dangerous. Like all people

who were hated, Zacchaeus avoided wad-

ing into crowds; his back would be too ex-

posed to anyone carrying a knife.

But so great was his desire to see Jesus that

he did something no important adult with

the least bit of concern for his dignity would

do: “He ran on ahead and climbed up into a

sycamore tree to see Him” (Luke

19:4). Note: He both ran and climbed into a

tree. By doing so, he exposed himself to

ridicule, and this in a culture where public

honour meant everything. Perhaps he felt

he was so hated already that he had nothing

to lose, but I think it still cost him something

to run and to climb. When he ascended the

sycamore, he left the last tattered shreds of

his pride at the base of

the tree.

Then it happened—the

unthinkable. Zacchaeus

not only saw Christ, but

the Lord stopped under

the tree and looked up at

him. I imagine that for a

moment Zacchaeus’ heart

was in his mouth, as he

waited the long moment

before Jesus began to

speak. What would He say? Jesus was

known to be on the side of the poor—the

very poor that Zacchaeus had been cheating

and oppressing for years. “Blessed are you

poor, for yours is the Kingdom of God! Woe

to you that are rich, for you have received

your consolation in full! Woe to you that

are full now, for you shall hunger! Woe to

you that laugh now, for you shall mourn and

weep!” (Luke 6:20, 24-25) What would He

say to him? His guilty conscience prepared

itself for a terrible tongue-lashing. But the

justified tongue-lashing never came. In-

stead, Jesus said something even more

shocking: “Zacchaeus, hurry and come

down, for today I must stay at your

house” (Luke 19:5).

Again we must leave our own culture for a

bit to enter into that of Zacchaeus. Jesus

addressed him by name, a sign of tender-

ness and love. And He asked for hospitali-

ty, a sign of acceptance. Given that Zac-

chaeus was easily the worst and most

hated man in town, the one voted “Most

Likely to be Struck Down by God,” such

love was staggeringly unexpected. With

his customary understatement Luke rec-

ords that when the crowd saw it, “they all

grumbled, ‘He has gone in to be the guest

of a man who is a sinner’” (Luke

19:7). Such is the love of God: it outrages

decency and jus�ce, and calls all to repent-

ance—even grasping, oppressing scum like

Zacchaeus.

The sprin�ng and tree-climbing of Zac-

chaeus challenges us as we head into

Great Lent. Zacchaeus wanted to see Je-

sus so badly that he le� all his pride and 

dignity in a spa�ered heap at the bo�om 

of the tree. What are we willing to leave

behind? Our pride and refusal to forgive

those who have hurt us? Our laziness and

failure to say our daily prayers? Our greed

and love of possessions? We don’t have to

leave any of these things behind if we

don’t want to. We can go through Lent

more or less unchanged, and keep all of

our habits intact. We can remain as we

are, content and leisurely, and stroll

through life in dignified serenity. But then

we won’t see Jesus, and He will pass

through our town without stop-

ping.  Be�er to run and climb, be�er to 

divest ourselves of our pride and whatever

else stands between us and a saving en-

counter with the Lord.

The li�le tax-collector of Jericho badly

wanted to see Jesus. How badly do we

want to see Him?

Reprinted from h�ps://www.oca.org/
reflec�ons/fr.-lawrence-farley/zacchaeus-
up-a-tree.

W

“Be ashamed when you sin; do

not be ashamed when you

repent. Sin is the wound;

repentance is the medicine.”

— St. John Chrysostom

(On Repentance and

Almsgiving)
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prayer, but by the sprinkling with the

blessed water which stands for the new

crea�on of the Kingdom of God in which 

God Himself “fills all things with Himself” 

including even the smallest par�cles of 

material existence. The priest asks God to

have mercy on the house, to rid it of every

evil and to fill it with every blessing. All 

pray together for the good of the living

and the departed of the family, and of all

who live and have lived in the house. All

sing together the great hymn of salva�on 

that Christ, the Son of the Father by the

grace of the Holy Spirit, “has revealed

Himself and has enlightened the world.”

This the house itself, together with the

living persons of the family, is “filled with 

all the fullness of God.” Preparing for your

house blessing When the priest comes to

bless the family and its house it is not

something to worry about. The priest

comes to the bless a house that is lived in,

not one that has to be in Be�er Homes 

and Gardens. There are some basics that

are normally observed:

 A lighted candle, an icon and a wide

bowl for the blessed water should be

placed on the main table in the house.

 All radios, televisions, video games,

mp3 players etc. should be turned off. 

Phones should be on silent.

All who are present in the house should

come together and stand by the table

un�l the end of service.

Those who are able should join in

the singing of the hymns and responses of

the services.

The first names of those for who special 

prayers are to be offered, including, of 

course, all members of the family and

those living in the house, should be clearly

printed on a sheet of paper, with the

clear dis�nc�on between the living and 

the departed.

Taken and revised from the Introduc�on 

to the Great Blessing of Water by Fr.

Thomas Hopko.

he blessing of homes of faithful Chris-

�ans following the feast of Holy The-

ophany is an ancient custom. It is the cen-

tral sign of God’s sanc�fica�on of all things 

through Christ’s epiphany to the world and

His bap�sm in the Jordan River. From the 

feast of Theophany un�l the beginning of 

Great Lent, the Orthodox priest visits all

the members of the Church in order to

pray with them in the place where they

live, and to bless their surroundings with

the sanc�fied water. According to the Or-

thodox Chris�an Faith, the family is consid-

ered to be a “small church” and the family

table is the “home altar” where the people

gather each day to receive their “daily

bread” from God with thanksgiving in the

Name of Christ. Thus, during the The-

ophany season, the priest, who is the fa-

ther of the great “family of God,” the

Church community, comes to each of the

“small churches” bringing the blessings of

God the Father and all of the brothers and

sisters in Christ. The sanc�fica�on of the 

home takes place not only by the words of

group of ten parishioners recently

made a pilgrimage to St. Paisius Monas-

tery in Safford, 

Arizona. Orga-

nized by Chris

Blaise, the trip

was a deeply

rewarding and

spiritually en-

riching experi-

ence for all

who a�ended. 

From the mo-

ment the

group arrived, the peacefulness of the

holy grounds invited prayer, reflec�on, 

and a welcome s�llness away from the 

distrac�ons of daily life.

The beauty and simplicity of the monas-

tery, along with the shared fellowship of

place was set apart. The pres-

ence of God was undoubtedly

felt, surrounding us with a

calm that words can scarcely

explain. Sharing the experi-

ence together made it even

more meaningful, as we were

united not only in fellowship

but in faith. Every moment felt

sacred, and the entire experi-

ence was truly a blessing that

will remain in our hearts

for a lifetime.”

The pilgrimage served as

a reminder of the beau-

ty of our Orthodox faith

and the importance of

taking �me to seek God 

in prayer, silence, and

community. 

the group, made the pilgrim-

age especially meaningful.

Being together in such a sa-

cred se�ng strengthened 

bonds of faith and reminded

all of the importance of seek-

ing God through prayer and

quiet contempla�on.

As one par�cipant reflected:

“The time was almost inde-

scribable. From the mo-

ment we arrived, the

holy grounds were

peaceful and quiet, cre-

ating an atmosphere of

reverence and reflection.

A sweet fragrance lin-

gered in the air, adding

to the sense that this

A

T
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completely as a sacrifice for us, and as a 

small sign of our great gra�tude and radi-

ant love for Him from Whom we ask in

prayer for life, and health, and salva�on 

and everything that only boundless heav-

enly love can bestow.

5. So that terror would strike

the evil powers who some-

�mes assail us even at the 

�me of prayer and lead 

away our thoughts from

the Creator. The evil pow-

ers love the darkness and

tremble at every light, es-

pecially at that which be-

longs to God and to those

who please Him.

6. So that this light would rouse us to

selflessness. Just as the oil and wick burn 

in the vigil lamp, submissive to our will, so

let our souls also burn with the flame of 

love in all our sufferings, always being 

submissive to God's will.

7. In order to teach us that just as the vigil

lamp cannot be lit without our hand, so too,

our heart, our inward vigil lamp, cannot be

lit without the holy fire of God's grace, even 

if it were to be filled with all the virtues. All

these virtues of ours are, a�er all, like com-

bus�ble material, but the fire which ignites 

them proceeds from God.

8. In order to remind us that before any-

thing else the Creator of the world creat-

ed light, and a�er that everything else in 

order: And God said, let there be light:

and there was light (Genesis 1:3). And it

must be so also at the beginning of our

spiritual life, so that before anything else

the light of Christ's truth would shine

within us. From this light of Christ's truth

subsequently every good is created,

springs up and grows in us.

May the Light of Christ illumine you as

well!

Bishop Nikolai Velimirovich

1. Because our faith is light. Christ said: I

am the light of the world (John 8:12). The

light of the vigil lamp reminds us of that

light by which Christ illumines our souls.

2. In order to remind us of the

radiant character of the saint

before whose icon we light

the vigil lamp, for saints are

called sons of light (John

12:36, Luke 16:8).

3. In order to serve as a re-

proach to us for our dark

deeds, for our evil thoughts and

desires, and in order to call us to

the path of evangelical light; and so

that we would more zealously try to

fulfill the commandments of the Saviour: 

"Let your light so shine before men, that

they may see your good works" (Ma�. 5:16).

4. So that the vigil lamp would be our

small sacrifice to God, Who gave Himself 

All About the OrthodoxVolunteer Corps

As a precursor to OVC Sunday, a presenta-

�on that will be given about the program 

on January 25th, here is a list of 5 things

you need to know:

1. OVC is a 10-month service program

for 21-29 year old Orthodox Chris�ans.

2. You live in one of two ci�es, either 

Pi�sburgh or Boston, where you will live 

in a close community (literally the same

house) with your fellow cohort members.

3. You are placed at a non-profit in the 

city based on your previous experience,

interests, and strengths.

4. It's a 4 day work week! On Fridays,

in our own backyards. People want to go

abroad to serve the poor when they can

really just visit their own downtowns.” -

Caden, 22 (Caden wanted to kindly note

that he has also learned pa�ence since 

having to live with me)

“I’ve learned what real pa�ence looks like 

by working with kids. It means mee�ng 

them where they are at, gran�ng individ-

ualized a�en�on, and accommoda�ng to 

their direct needs.” -Martha, 22

On the Most Surprising Parts of OVC:

“It is easy to just show up to work and do

your job. But it is shockingly difficult to 

work with an awareness of the spiritual

and systema�c influences on my place-

ment. It can be exhaus�ng working inten-

�onally and with these factors in mind, 

but nonetheless fulfilling.” - George, 27

Natalya Delsante

we all come together for a seminar where

we discuss Orthodoxy and its rela�on to 

community and service. We have guest

speakers, ranging from Bishops, to Semi-

nary professors, to local Priests, to Matu-

shkas, and to neighborhood leaders.

You get paid! Although we make modest

s�pends, we don’t pay rent. Trust that the 

Lord provides!

But don’t just take it from me, here are

some musings from my housemates:

On the Most Fulfilling Parts of OVC:

“I love recognizing community members

from my placement around town. I see peo-

ple in downtown Pi�sburgh and I can wave 

at them. And they wave back!” - Daniel, 27

On Something You’ve Learned Since Being

in OVC:

“The issues that we hear about being for-

eign or only in developing countries exist

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of the United States of America
has blessed the last Sunday of January
as Volunteer Sunday, raising awareness
about the ministry of Orthodox Volun-
teer Corps (OVC).
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ur hearts

are full!

Thanks to

the incredi-

ble generosi-

ty of the pa-

rishioners of

SS. Peter and

Paul, we

were blessed

to support 50

students

most in need

at Whi�er Elementary School through 

dona�ons and student adop�ons.

Today, Fr. David, Chris�ne, Shayla, and 

Bill had the joy of delivering the gi�s       

to Whi�er Elementary, along with      

grocery gi� cards for the 28 families.        

It was a beau�ful reminder of what     

happens when our parish comes together

Learning from the Saints-Available in Our Bookstore

PAGE 7 SS PETER & PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH NEWSLETTER

t. Basil the Great (celebrated on

January 1st) has this to say about learning

about the Lives of the Saints:

“Just as painters, in working from models,

constantly gaze at their exemplar and thus

strive to transfer the expression of the

original to their own ar�stry, so too he 

who is eager to make himself perfect in all

kinds of virtue must gaze upon the Lives of

the Saints as upon statues, so to speak,

that move and act, and must make their

excellence his own by imita�on.”

In Orthodox Chris�anity, we do not 

worship the saints. Worship is for

God alone. However, we do honor

and strive to emulate the lives of

the saints. Their lives are ones in

which the Gospel has been lived out

- they have endured to the end (Ma�hew 

24:13) and dwell in paradise with Christ as

the Church Triumphant and pray for us

(Revela�on 8:2-4), the Church Militant, s�ll 

working out our salva�on (Philippians 2:12).

The bookstore (and our parish library) con-

tains many books detailing the lives of these

holy men and women from all generations,

walks of life, and trials and tribulations. We

even carry several titles for children!

Here are just two of the many publica�ons 

to be found:

The Blessed Surgeon: The Life of Saint

Luke, Archbishop of Simferopol - $20 - A�er 

reading this book about the astounding

modern day Saint Luke, you will un-

doubtedly ques�on yourself if a com-

plaint ever should arise from your

lips. This extraordinary man experi-

enced it all. He was a highly educated

man, a devoted husband, a father of

4 children, a widower, a brilliant sur-

geon, a persecuted Chris�an, an arch-

bishop, a sufferer in body (he became blind) 

and brave member of the Church Militant

against the Communists. He fought and

ba�led the darkness of his days with every 

ounce of his being. St. Luke, pray for us!

Apostle to the Plains: The Life of Father

Nicola Yanney - $19 - While not yet a can-

onized saint, Fr. Yanney is an incredible

example of faithfulness and

devo�on to the Orthodox 

people of the Midwest

Plains. He emigrated from

Lebanon to the farmlands

of Nebraska where, a�er 

being widowed, he was

ordained a priest by the

future St. Raphael of Brook-

lyn. This book chronicles his arduous life as

a farmer and father to the providen�al mo-

ment in which he heeded "God's call as a

circuit-riding priest to thousands of parish-

ioners in the farmlands of Nebraska and

beyond." A video of his life is also available

on the Ancient Faith store website. To view

the video, simply type the �tle of this book 

into the search and you will find the video 

below the descrip�on of the book.

Our Lord is glorified in His saints! (2 Thes-

salonians 1:10)

Whittier Elementary Christmas Outreach
in love and service.

Thank you to everyone who gave,

shopped, wrapped, and helped in

any way to make Christmas brighter

for these children and their families.

May God bless you abundantly!

S

O CONGRATULATIONS AND MANY YEARS! toDea-

conJohnWeissashecelebratestheeighthanniver-

sary of his ordination to the Holy Diaconate. May

the Lord bless him and grant him, Matushka Juli-

ana,and their family manyblessings asthey contin-

ueserveChrist’s HolyChurch!

FRY’S COMMUNITY REWARDS UPDATE From

September 1–November 30, 2025, 25 house-

holds par�cipated in Fry’s Community Re-

wards, raising $65.17 for our parish. Thank

you to everyone who linked their Fry’s ac-

count and supported our community!

THANK YOU to all the students, parents, and

teachers who pitched in to help with our St.

Nicholas program. Your �me, crea�vity, and 

willingness to serve made the event a joyful

and meaningful experience for everyone

involved. We are grateful for your dedica�on 

and teamwork, which truly brought the spirit

of St. Nicholas to life for our community.
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
January 1 George Moriarty

3 John Tanner
4 Alexander Dolenko
5 Pat Starkey

Deacon John Weiss
6 Walter Booriakin
7 Wesley Brawn
8 John & Lauren Hecht

David Sourk
Jeff Holliday
Randall LeGendre

12 Victor Zaremba
13 Sam Demuro
16 Liliya Armstrong
18 Antonia Adams-Clement

Ta�ana Pavlova
19 John Hecht

George & Nadya Moriarty
Alexander Shubin

21 Monya Bock
25 Pat Rolston
26 Nick Rolston
26 Teddi Gardner
29 John & Carol Yavornitzky

MANY YEARS!

Around Saints Peter & Paul
CONGRATULATIONS!

With joy, we announce the Christmas

engagement of Kate Minkina and

Griffin Paler. While they have not

yet set a wedding date, they are

looking at late April 2026. Addition-

ally, Kate plans to begin PA school

this coming June. May God grant

them many blessed years together!

MOSES THE BLACK From the filmmaker 

behind Man of God, Yelena Popovic re-

turns with a powerful new film, Moses

the Black. Set in modern-day Chicago, the

film tells the story of a gangster whose 

life is radically transformed—an account

inspired by the incredible story of repent-

ance of the 4th-century saint of the same

name.

Moses the Black opens in theaters around the

Valley January 30 through February 5, 2026.

Click the links below to watch an inter-

view with Yelena Popovic and to find �ck-

et and screening informa�on:

Watch the interview:

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=uSGYuePSpR0

Tickets & show�mes:

h�ps://www.fathomentertainment.com/

releases/moses-the-black/

ON DECEMBER 13, 2025, our parish was

richly blessed as we welcomed into the

Church, through Holy Bap�sm and Chris-

ma�on, the servants of God, Josephus 

(Ezekiel), Paisio (De'jong), and Isaac

(Wya�).

We rejoice with them, their sponsors,

family, and friends, giving thanks that the

Lord has called them to live a life of disci-

pleship as a member of Christ’s Holy Or-

thodox Church.

Many years to all!

2026 DIOCESAN YOUNG ADULT SUMMIT!

Registra�on is now open for the 2026 

Diocesan Young Adult Summit!

Young adults ages 18–30 from the Dio-

cese of the West are invited to gather

February 13–15, 2026 in San Diego, CA for

a weekend focused on voca�on, spiritual 

life, and community in Christ. With the

blessing and par�cipa�on of His Grace, 

Bishop Vasily, the Summit will include

talks and breakout sessions, service op-

portuni�es, worship at St. John of Damas-

cus Church, and �me to connect with fel-

low young adults from across the Diocese.

This first-ever diocesan summit is grant-

funded with a $100 registra�on fee. Space 

is limited—register early! For more infor-

ma�on see h�ps://dowoca.org/

cs_events/2026-young-adult-summit-

press-release/. Ques�ons may be directed 

to thriving@dowoca.org

PRAYER LIST

“May Our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Physician of our souls and bodies,

reach out his healing hand and bless

these, His servants.

We offer prayers to all of our parishioners
who are ill or unable to attend services:

William Osolinsky

Anatoly Bezkorovainy

Jamie Arango

Marie Lobb

Ann Carroll

Antonia Adams-Clement

Walter Booriakin

If you know of anyone else in need of our
prayers, please contact Fr. Mikel Bock.



THEOPHANY On Monday Jan 5th, Vesperal

Divine Liturgy will be followed by the Bless-

ing of waters. Ma�ns for Theophany will be 

held at 5:30pm. On Tuesday, January 6th, is

the Great Feast of Theophany.

Divine Liturgy will be at 9:00am.

THEOPHANY HOUSE BLESSINGS

The rich liturgical tradi�on of the 

Orthodox Church includes a varie-

ty of services and blessings. Each

year, a�er the celebra�on of the 

Feast of Theophany and the Bless-

ing of Water (January 6), it is customary for

the priest to visit parishioners’ homes,

bringing with him the newly blessed Holy

Water to sprinkle and thereby bless the

home. To arrange to have your house

blessed, please speak with Fr Mikel.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING Please join us

on Sunday, February 1st, following the Di-

vine Liturgy and before vespers, for our An-

nual Parish Meeting. We are making every

effort to keep the meeting concise and re-

spectful of everyone’s time. If you feel

called to serve our parish by joining the Par-

ish Council, please speak with Fr. Mikel.

HOLIDAY THANK YOU’S The Myrrhbear-

ers Altar Society appreciates the support

we received for our holiday fundraisers:

nut roll sale, bake sale, and holiday raffle.  

These fundraising efforts will allow the 

Myrrhbearers to purchase new banners

and a new gospel book that will be used

in the coming year. We also appreciate

everyone who was able to help with the

Holy Supper on the Eve of Na�vity, 

through your dona�ons toward the food 

or of food for the dinner made the event

successful for another year.

NUT AND APRICOT ROLLS ARE STILL AVAILABLE

If your nut and apricot rolls disappeared

too quickly, the Myrrbearers have extra

available for purchase. Full-size nut and

apricot rolls are available for $18 and half

size apricot rolls are available for $9.

Please see Mary Gala or Mat. Elizabeth

(Heather) Pfeiffer to purchase extra rolls.  
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MBAS FUNDRAISING FOR NEW KHO-
RUGVS AND GOSPEL BOOK The Myrrhbear-
ers Altar Society (MBAS) is focusing their
upcoming fundraising efforts on purchasing 
two new banners (khorugvs) to replace the
worn ones, as well as a new Gospel book.
The current banners, lovingly made by Vi
Wasilenko, and Gospel have
served our parish well but are
showing signs of age.
Khorugvs are Orthodox
church banners featuring
images of the Savior, the
Mother of God, or church feasts. They
symbolize victory over death and the dev-
il, a tradi�on da�ng back to Emperor Con-
stan�ne the Great, who reportedly saw 
these banners in a divine vision and intro-
duced them to church services.
Each khorugv consists of a long sha� 
topped with a cross and an icon painted
or embroidered on fabric or wood, o�en 
adorned with fringe or tassels. They are

carried in processions and kept
near the chanter’s stand when
not in use. In the Orthodox
tradi�on, khorugvs are revered 
just like icons.
We hope to have the new ban-

ners and Gospel book in �me for 

Pascha. Your support will help

preserve these important symbols of faith

and beauty in our worship.

CASH DONATIONS If you are pu�ng cash 

in an envelope please write your name on

the envelope. Vo�ng members at the 

Annual mee�ng are those who have gone 

to Confession and Communion during the

year and meet the financial requirements 

which are dona�ons of at least $300 a 

year to our opera�ng income.

2026 CHURCH CALENDARS With hear�elt 

gra�tude, we thank Oksana Geiler and 

Nick Enoch for their generous sponsor-

ships in providing our parish with 2026

church calendars! Their kindness and sup-

port are greatly appreciated. Calendars

are available in the back of the church—

please be sure to pick one up! .

FOCA SUPPORTS ST. HERMAN’S SEMINARY

FAMILIES FOR CHRISTMAS The Fellowship

of Orthodox Chris�ans in America adopted 

two seminarian families at St. Herman’s

Seminary for

Christmas. Pic-

tured are Subdea-

con Ma�hew and 

his family, and

Deacon Andrei

and his family.

With

your

sup-

port,

FOCA

pro-

vided $300 gi� cards to each family and a 

$200 gi� card to the seminary for the semi-

narians Christmas dinner. We are grateful

to support these future clergy and their

loved ones during the Christmas season as

they prepare for service to the Church.

THANK YOU! With overflowing gra�tude 

and joy, THANK YOU to everyone who

made our 2025 celebra�on of the Na�vity 

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ such a

radiant, beau�ful, inspiring, and spiritual-

ly enriching feast! We are truly blessed

beyond measure. From the Divine Ser-

vices and Holy Supper to the music, flow-

ers, decora�ons, food, and every lovingly 

prepared detail, all bore witness to our

parish family’s deep love for God and for

one another. May the Lord abundantly

bless each of you for your labors of love!

STEWARDSHIP • PLEDGES • BUDGET You

will be receiving your 2025 Statement of

Contribu�ons this month for tax purpos-

es. It is also �me to prayerfully consider 

your stewardship pledge for 2026. Please

be generous when comple�ng your 2026 

Pledge Form and return it by—or at—the

Annual Mee�ng on February 1, 2026. If 

you have any ques�ons, please see David 

Homyak in the church office. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 Circumcision of
Christ

St. Basil the Great

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

New Year Molieben
Panikhida-Peter Radjenovich

2 Repose of St.
Seraphim of Sarov

3Sat. before Theophany

5:00pm Vespers

4 Synaxis of the 70
Apostles

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

FOCA MEETING

5 Eve of Theophany
8:00am Royal Hours
9:00am Vesperal

Divine Liturgy

Blessing of Water

5:30pm Matins

6 THEOPHANY
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

7 Synaxis of St. John
the Baptist

6:00pm The Bible & the
Orthodox Faith Class

8 9 10 Sat. after Theophany
Ven. Gregory of Nyssa

5:00pm Vespers

11 Ven. Theodosius
the Great

8:40am Hours
9:00am Hierarchical

Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL
LUNCHEON TO WEL-

COME BISHOP VASILY

MBAS MEETING

12 Akathist & Milk-
Giver Icons

13

6:00pm Church
Council Meeting

14 Leavetaking of
Theophany

6:00pm The Bible & the
Orthodox Faith Class

15 16 17 St. Anthony the
Great

5:00pm Vespers

18 St. Athanasius
the Great

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

4:00pm Brooke Hughes &
Andrew Hirsch Wedding

19 Ven Macarius the
Great of Egypt

20 St. Euthymius
The Great

21

6:00pm The Bible & the
Orthodox Faith Class

22 23 24 Ven Xenia of
Rome

5:00pm Vespers

25 Zaccheus Sunday
St. Gregory the

Theologian
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL
OVC SUNDAY

PRESENTATION

26 27 Translation of the
Relics of St. John

Chrysostom

28 Venerable Ephraim
the Syrian

St. Isaac of Syria

NO CLASS

29

5:30pm Vespers

30 Synaxis of the
Three Hierarchs

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

31 Holy Wonder-
workers & Unmerce-
naries Cyrus & John

3:00pm Women’s
Book Club

5:00pm Vespers

1 Forefeast of Meeting

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

ANNUAL MEETING

12:00pm Vespers

2 Meeting of the
LORD in the Temple

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

Blessing of Candles

3 Righteous Simeon
Anna the Prophetess

4

6:00pm The Bible & the
Orthodox Faith Class

5 6 7

5:00pm Vespers

January 2026

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

The annual parish meeting will be held on Sunday,

February 1st, following the Divine Liturgy.

all visitors to SS Peter & Paul. We hope

your visit was enriching and enlightening.

Please join us in the Cultural Center,

behind the church, for our Fellowship Hour.

THEOPHANY HOUSE BLESSINGS

Please speak with Fr Mikel to arrange to

have your house blessed.

Mark Your Calendars

Orthodox Volunteer Corps (OVC)

presenta�on by Katrina on Sunday, 

January 25th during Coffee Hour.

Archpastoral Visit

His Grace Bishop Vasily will be with us
for Divine Liturgy on Sunday January 11th

and possibly for vespers on January 10th.


