
St. Theophan the Recluse

What can be done about

thoughts running about every

which way during reading and

prayer? No one is free from

this. There is no sin in this, but

it is out of place. It is a sin

when someone

willfully devel-

ops within him-

self alien

thoughts, but

when they run

off involuntari-

ly, is there any

fault? The fault

comes about

when some-

body who has

no�ced straying 

thoughts con-

�nues to stray 

in them. It is necessary to do

this: As soon as you no�ce 

Your thought wandering off, 

immediately put it back in its

place.

For diminishing the straying of

thought during prayer, it is

necessary to make an effort to 

pray with warm feeling. To do

this, it is necessary to warm

the soul before prayer with

medita�on and with bows. 

Learn to pray with your own

prayers.

For example, the essence of

evening prayer is to thank God

for the day and for everything

that one has met in the course

of it, both good and bad. For

the wrong which has been

done, one must repent and ask

forgiveness, promising to

make amends

the following

day; then one

prays to God

for protec�on 

during sleep.

Say all of this

to God from

your mind

and from

your heart.

The essence

of morning

prayer is to

thank God for sleep and revi-

talizing, and to ask Him to help

to do things throughout the

day for His glory. Again, say

this to Him with all your heart

and mind. While you are at it,

both in the morning and the

evening, make known your

vital needs to the Lord, both

inner needs and outer ones,

speaking to Him like a child:

“See, Lord, my illness and

weakness! Help me and heal

me!” All this and similar things

you may say to God in your

own words, without using your

prayerbook. Maybe this will be

be�er. Try this, and if it works, 

you may put aside your prayer-

book altogether; if it does not

work, however, then you

should pray with your prayer-

book, or else you may be le� 

en�rely without prayer.

So that the words of the pray-

ers in the prayerbook take on

meaning and warm the heart,

you should sit down in your

free �me, other than the �me 

when you are at prayer, and

think out thoroughly the con-

tent of the prayers, and be-

come keenly aware of them.

Then when you read the pray-

ers during prayer-�me, wheth-

er in the morning or evening,

all those thoughts and feelings

which came to you during

medita�on will be renewed, 

and they will collect your

a�en�on and warm your 

heart. Never read a prayer

hurriedly. Another thing: Try to

learn the prayers by heart. This

greatly aids undistracted pray-

er. A prayer must be learned

just like anything else.

Learn to think of God not only

when you are standing at pray-

er, but also at every hour and

(Continued on page 2)

July 2026

Orthodox Church in America

SS Peter & Paul Orthodox
Church

1614 E. Monte Vista Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85006

602.253.9515

www.sspeterpaulaz.org
www.oca.org

www.orthodoxfellowship.org

SS Peter & Paul Orthodox
Church Newsletter

Archpriest Mikel Bock,
Rector

907-444-8545
frmikel@sspeterpaulaz.org

ArchpriestDavidBalmer, Attached
Retired

frdavidbalmer@sspeterpaulaz.org
480-213-7631

Deacon John Weiss
deaconjohn@sspeterpaulaz.org

John Bushko
Council President

614.204.0413

Barbara Harp
Choir Director

barbaraharp.2030@gmail.com

Stephanie A. Homyak
Church School Director

Newsletter Editor
602.432.7473

stephanie_homyak@yahoo.com

Matushka Elizabeth Pfeiffer
Myrrhbearers Altar Society

flagstaffred@gmail.com

Deacon Rodion Pfeiffer
deaconrodion@sspeterpaulaz.org

June Council Highlights

 May’s Operating Income was $27,097.93
and Operating Expenses were
$31,632.28 , resulting in a Net Operating
deficit of -4,534.35 for the month.

 Council reviewing bids to fill cracks
and seal asphalt in parking lot.

 Council approved ordering of 14
wooden icons depicting the twelve
Apostles, St. Paul the Apostle, and St.
Ignatius (along with a wooden cross).
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As we begin the month of July, we recent-

ly celebrated the Sunday of All Saints of

North America. We give thanks for

those holy men and women who

labored throughout this land so

that we might receive the

true Faith and worship God

according to the Holy Or-

thodox Church. They faith-

fully preserved and hand-

ed down the treasure of

Orthodoxy, and now it is

our responsibility to re-

ceive that faith, live it, and

share it with those who are

searching for healing and the

truth of Christ.

Our whole life is a journey of prepara�on 

for the Kingdom of God. The Holy Church

has given us every tool we need to "work

out our salva�on." At the same �me, the 

Church does not permit us to create our

own way of salva�on. Rather, we are called 

to faithfully embrace the life Christ has giv-

en us through His Church—through prayer,

the Holy Mysteries, fas�ng, repentance, 

Holy Scripture, and the lives of the saints.

In today's busy world, it is easy to become

distracted and misled, especially if

we let our spiritual guard down.

The world is changing rapidly

before our eyes, and we must

remain vigilant. In the Gos-

pel according to St. Luke,

Christ teaches:

"The kingdom of God does

not come with observa�on; 

nor will they say, 'See here!'

or 'See there!' For indeed,

the kingdom of God is within

you" (Luke 17:20–21).

The Kingdom begins within the

heart. As our Lord also teaches,

"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they

shall see God." We must con�nually seek 

to cleanse and purify our hearts through

repentance and the grace of God. This is

not always easy because tempta�ons sur-

round us, but we must learn to rely com-

pletely on Christ, for apart from Him we

can do nothing. Deep love, trust, and faith

in Him are essen�al for our salva�on.

We have been given a sure and unchanging

founda�on upon which to build our lives. 

That founda�on is Jesus Christ, and 

through the true teachings of His Holy

Church we can stand firm no ma�er how 

much the world changes around us.

Although the summer months o�en bring 

vaca�ons, family ac�vi�es, and a change in 

our rou�nes, we should not allow our spir-

itual life to take a vaca�on as well. Con�n-

ue your daily prayers, read the Scriptures,

a�end the Divine Services whenever possi-

ble—even while traveling—and remain

steadfast in your rela�onship with Christ. 

By keeping Him at the center of our lives

throughout every season, we con�nue to 

build upon the solid founda�on that leads 

to the eternal Kingdom.

May God bless you and your families with a

safe, peaceful, and spiritually fruitful summer.

Fr. Mikel

poison life, but instead teaches us to be

careful and to abstain from everything

that does Our Life in Christ poison life. If

we were to remember death a li�le 

more, there would be less confusion in

our lives, both personal and collec�ve. 

You reproach yourself for pride. Good,

very good. Be on the lookout for its ap-

pearance and immediately cut it off. 

Pride likes to do everything for itself, but

you are to do everything for the glory of

God and the good of others, not thinking

of yourself, not having pity for yourself.

Indeed, the proud outwardly do most of

the very same things that those who are

nor proud do, except that they have a

different direc�on and different inten-

at every minute, for He is everywhere.

From this peace will pour into your

heart, giving strength for daily business

and a regula�ng of affairs. Your present 

desire of drawing closer to God will be

completely realized in this way. Just as

someone standing in the sunshine is

warm, so too is the person who always

remembers God.

Add to remembrance of God the remem-

brance of death and of eternal bliss or

damna�on. These two remembrances 

will divert us from everything evil, even

in thought, and direct us to everything

good, not just for show, but in truth.

Some think mistakenly that remem-

brance of death poisons life. It does not

�ons in everything. Our job is to redirect 

these inten�ons from pride to self -

reproach, and then direct our ac�ons in 

line with this. This must be learned.

Learn, learn. Lord give the blessing!

You want me to scold you without mer-

cy. Nothing would come of this. To me,

you have been chaste and pure so far. It

remains for me to wish that the Lord

always keep you the way you have

seemed to me; if you are not like that in

actual fact, may He vouchsafe to make

you so.

From The Spiritual Life, pp. 146-149

(Le�er 31)
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Special Considerations During Services

Refrain from socializing during the Hours,

Liturgy, and Post Communion Prayers.

Save your gree�ngs and conversa�ons for 

the fellowship hall. We are in the Liturgy

to greet God with our prayers and wor-

ship, not to distract others.

Cell phones and texting are never al-

lowed in the Church

If you have a professional reason to carry a

phone for emergencies, keep it on mute,

not vibrate, and sit near the exit so that

leaving for an emergency will not be a dis-

traction to others. Otherwise, turn off your

phone before entering the sanctuary.

Lipstick

Do not wear lips�ck while taking Holy 

Communion, or when kissing the cross, an

icon, the priest’s or bishop’s hand, or any

sacred object. It is best not to wear it at all

in the church.

Leg crossing

One should not be too casual in the Divine

Liturgy. People from some cultures are offend-

ed by the crossing of legs or by arms thrown

back over the pew. Keeping your feet on the

ground also enables you to remain attentive

and to stand when necessary.

Receiving the Antidoron, Holy Bread

When receiving the an�doron a�er Holy 

Communion or a�er venera�ng the cross 

at the end of Divine Liturgy, do not allow

the crumbs to drop, since this is blessed

bread. Children will need assistance so

that they do not take too many pieces,

and so they are not careless in handling

the bread. A�er returning to your seat, 

you may eat the holy bread as you say the

prayers a�er Holy Communion silently 

while others are communing.

Children in the Church

Christ said, “Let the little children come to

Me, and do not forbid them; for such is the

kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 19:14). It is

possible for young children to remain in

church throughout a service if they are

taught to be quiet and respectful. Many

parishes have cry rooms or

nurseries for those who are too

small to be quiet throughout the

whole Liturgy. Please be respect-

ful to those around you if your

child becomes fussy or out of

control, and remove him from

the nave of the church quickly. If

a very young child needs a snack,

please clear away any leftover pieces.

However, the child should not have any-

thing in his mouth when he comes to Holy

Communion. It is not acceptable at any

time to chew gum in church. It is never

appropriate to allow a child to run down

the aisles, play loudly, or carry toys that

make noise. Eventually, children will be

able to spend longer times in the Liturgy.

That is where they should be, but remem-

ber the reason for coming to church is to

pray and worship. Plan to have your chil-

dren use the restroom and get a drink be-

fore church begins, and don’t allow them

to come and go continually.

Leaving Church

The respec�ul protocol is to leave the 

church only a�er the final blessing, and 

a�er kissing or venera�ng the cross held 

by the priest at the end of the Divine Lit-

urgy. If you went to Communion You

should not leave un�l a�er the Post-

Communion prayers are said. It is not ac-

ceptable to be in the church hall, kitchen,

or an administra�ve office during Liturgy. 

Some parishes have church school at the

end of the Liturgy. This is the only excep-

�on allowed. Those who leave early de-

prive themselves of a blessing. A�er walk-

ing to the back of the nave of the church,

it is customary to face the altar, bow, and

make the sign of the cross.

Greeting the Priest and Bishop

In our modern culture, we greet one an-

other with a handshake. The exception to

this is when we greet a member of the

clergy. We do not shake a bishop’s or

priest’s hand; we kiss it with rever-

ence and ask for a blessing. The

proper way to do this is to ap-

proach the hierarch or priest with

right hand over left, palms facing

up, and then bow while saying,

“Master, bless” to the hierarch, or

“Father, bless” to the priest. If ei-

ther places his hand in yours while

blessing you, this is an appropriate time to

kiss his hand. We kiss his hand because we

are honoring Christ, whom he represents.

Church Clothing

Whenever we are preparing to come to

church, we should remember that we will

be entering the House of God. This re-

quires that we dress modestly and with

reverence. Generally this will mean that

we want to wear our best clothing. At any

age it is not appropriate to wear shorts,

pants that are too casual, short skirts, tight

-fitting or transparent garments, garments

with low necklines, or strapless tops. Some

Orthodox traditions require women to

wear dresses or skirts with covered shoul-

ders and backs. Although men are not re-

quired to wear a suit and tie, they will

want to make an effort to dress as if they

were going to an important event. Clothing

with logos or printed material distracts

others from praying. Some women have

the pious tradition of covering their heads.

Men and boys must remove their hats

when entering the church. What could be

a more important meeting than that with

God Himself? The purpose in choosing our

clothing wisely is that we model what is

important to us by how we dress.

Above all: “In all things give glory to God!“

The author is Father David Barr, Pastor of Holy
Resurrec�on Church in Tucson, Arizona, a par-
ish of the An�ochian Archdiocese, and reprint-
ed in churches in all Orthodox jurisdic�ons in 
America. 
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Brand New Titles to Our Bookstore!

Becoming Orthodox, Fr.

Peter Gilquist, $17

A�er a long and difficult 

journey, 2000 weary

evangelical Protestants

finally found their way 

home. This is the story of

a handful of courageous

men and their congrega�ons who risked 

stable occupa�ons, security, and the ap-

proval of lifelong friends to be obedient to

God’s call.

It is also the story of every believer who is

searching for the Church. Where Christ is

Lord. Where holiness, human responsibility,

and the Sovereignty of God are preached.

Where fellowship is more than a covered-

dish supper in the church basement. And

where fads and fashion take a back seat to

apostolic worship and doctrine.

This revised edi�on includes a new epi-

logue, “Coming up on Twenty-Five Years”

since the entry of the Evangelical Ortho-

dox into the Holy Orthodox Church.

(descrip�on: Ancient Faith Store website)

All is Well, by Dr. Albert Rossi, $14

This decep�vely small and simple book 

holds a great secret - the secret to achiev-

ing peace of mind in Christ. Beloved writer

and teacher Dr. Al Rossi uses stories from

his own life to illustrate the basic princi-

ples of watchfulness and prayer. The final 

chapter is a moving tribute to Dr. Rossi's

close friend of many years, Fr. Tom

Hopko, whose Fi�y-Five Maxims are also

helpful in learning to say at all �mes, "All 

is well." (descrip�on: Ancient Faith Store 

website).

Dr. Rossi also has a beau�ful podcast en�-

tled Becoming a Healing Presence on An-

cient Faith Radio that offers short but 

comfor�ng medita�ons on enduring 

suffering and the healing made possible 

through Christ.

Restocked Titles

 The Religion of the Apostles: Ortho-

dox Chris�anity in the First Century, $20

 Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy: Finding

the Way to Christ in a Complicated Reli-

gious Landscape, $30

 Pocket Prayer Book for Orthodox

Chris�ans, $10

 A Daily Calendar of Saints: A Synaxari-

on for Today's North American Church, $18

 Thirty Steps to Heaven: The Ladder of

Divine Ascent for All Walks of Life, $19

 The Orthodox Study Bible, Ancient

Faith Edi�on, Hardcover: Ancient Chris�-

anity Speaks to Today’s World, $50

Prayers in the Dark: Medita�ons on 

Suffering from the Book of Lamenta�ons, 

by Fr. Lawrence Farley, $14

The Book of Lamenta�ons 

was wri�en a�er the Babylo-

nians had invaded the land,

slaughtered the populace,

and brought about na�onal 

ex�nc�on. What remained 

for Jerusalem and Judah? The

five poems of the book represent the au-

then�c voice of Israel in exile—a mourner

wailing over the judgment of God, desper-

ately seeking an audience with Him but

finding Him hidden and inaccessible.

In Prayers in the Dark, Fr. Lawrence Farley

paraphrases the Book of Lamenta�ons and 

interprets each passage, following it with a

medita�on on human suffering—not to

explain it but to point a way forward into

hope. In the words of the sacred text, we

find assurance that we are not unique in 

our suffering and that the way home to the 

Kingdom brings pain as well as joy.

(descrip�on: Ancient Faith Store website)

Blinded by Rage: How Anger Keeps Us

from Seeing God, Fr. Theodore Pulcini

and Oswin Cra�on, $14

Modern society encour-

ages us to embrace the

power of anger. Indeed,

the world sees the pas-

sion of anger as a virtue

that can be used to help

right wrongs. But what do

Scripture and the Fathers

say about it? Does this passion have a

place in our walk with Christ? Is express-

ing outrage at societal ills a true reflec�on 

of God's a�tude toward these evils, or 

does it instead blind us to His presence?

Father Theodore Pulcini, a frequent lec-

turer on the subject of anger, and Oswin

Craton, join together to examine how

anger affects our journey toward theosis. 

(descrip�on: Ancient Faith Store website)

When you sit down to eat, pray. When

you eat bread, do so thanking Him for

being so generous to you. When you

dress, thank Him for His kindness in

providing you with clothes. When you

look at the sky and the beauty of the

stars, throw yourself at God’s feet and

adore Him who in His wisdom has ar-

ranged things in this way. Similarly, when

the sun goes down and when it rises,

when you are asleep or awake, give

thanks to God, who created and ar-

ranged all things for your benefit, to have

you know, love and praise their Creator.

— St. Basil the Great

From the Holy Fathers

CHURCH SCHOOL

SAVE THE DATE

August 9th
Church School Organizational

and Planning Meeting for teachers,
assistant teachers, and volunteers

If you would like to help in Church

School or have questions,

contact Stephanie Homyak,

602.432.7473
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Brooke Hirsch

Zhayra Cabanelez

Congratula�ons to Brooke Hirsch on her 
gradua�on from Arizona Chris�an Uni-
versity on May 1! Brooke earned a Bach-
elor of Arts in Family Studies with a con-
centra�on in Marriage and Family, along 
with a minor in Biblical Studies. She is
now enjoying married life and se�ling 
into a new chapter in Kansas City, where
she recently began her career as a Re-
cruiter with Synergy Wealth Solu�ons. 
We congratulate Brooke on this wonder-
ful accomplishment and pray that God
grants her many years of success and
blessings in her marriage, career, and
future endeavors.

Congratula�ons to Zhayra Cabanelez on her gradua�on 
from Desert Ridge High School in the Gilbert Public School
District! This milestone reflects her hard work, persever-
ance, and God's many blessings throughout her educa�on. 
This fall, Zhayra will con�nue her studies at Mesa Commu-
nity College, where she plans to pursue an Associate De-
gree in Nursing. We congratulate her on this wonderful
accomplishment and pray that God guides and strengthens
her as she begins this exci�ng new chapter and prepares 
for a career of compassionate service to others.

Logan Castro

Congratula�ons to Logan Castro on his 

gradua�on from Tonopah Valley High 

School and West-MEC in Mechanical Engi-

neering, Class of 2026! Through hard work

and dedica�on, Logan has built a strong 

founda�on for his future career. This fall, 

he plans to con�nue his educa�on at Uni-

versal Technical Ins�tute and is exploring 

opportuni�es to work with Penske as he 

pursues his passion for the automo�ve and 

mechanical industry. Wishing him success

and excitement in this next chapter!

Marly Standley

Congratula�ons to Marly Standley, who
graduated from Grand Canyon University
in May 2026 with a Bachelor’s degree in
Business Finance!

Marly is currently working on obtaining
her real estate license this year. She is
pursuing this career path to establish a
flexible schedule as she prepares for mar-
riage and future children. May God grant
Marly many years of health, happiness,
and success in her new career!

Dr. Zhaydee Cabanelez

Congratula�ons to Dr. Zhaydee Cabanelez on earning her 
Doctor of Educa�on (EdD) in Educa�onal Management 
from Greenville College in the Philippines. This achievement
is a testament to her dedica�on, faith, and commitment to 
lifelong learning. As an educator, Dr. Zhaydee looks for-
ward to con�nuing to serve students, mentor teachers, and 
make a posi�ve impact in the field of educa�on. We give 
thanks to God for this accomplishment and pray for His
con�nued blessings as she pursues new opportuni�es in 
educa�onal leadership, mentorship, and advocacy.

“For I know the plans I have

for you,” declares the Lord,

“plans to prosper you and not

to harm you, plans to give you

hope and a future.”

Jeremiah 29:11
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JULY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

July 13 Jessie Garcia
14 Barbara Harp

Azuriah Merriwether
16 John Yavornitzky
20 Wesley Holmes

Matushka Mary Balmer
Fr David & Matushka Mary Balmer
Lydia Osolinsky & Michael Davis

22 Nadya Moriarty
Jarrod Zaremba

23 Nicholas Enoch Sr.
24 Mekseb Mebrahtu
25 Deacon Rodion Pfeiffer
27 Phil O’Brien

Benjamin & Lauren Meadows
Xanath (Xenia) King

29 David Homyak
Sarita & Arthur Rhodes

31 Sammy Valencia

MANY YEARS!

Final Reflections from MyYear of Service
June 26, 2026

The end has come! What started as 10-

months of service, has become a new job

at the Neighborhood

Resilience Project here

in Pi�sburgh. In some 

ways, I feel as though I

am right back where I

started. I have no ca-

reer plans, direc�on, 

or any real goals. But

what HAS changed, is

my approach to the

unknown. I don’t know

if my next step is per-

fect or the best use of

my gi�s, but I know 

that it is good. God

does not call us to work for non-profits or 

even to have a career in service. This is

instead a way that I personally have

found to work for me in following what

he does call us to. We are called to the

margins, to feed, clothe, and be with the

poor. We cannot “fix” or “help” poverty. 

MEMORY ETERNAL

to the newly-departed Servant of God Walter
Booriakin. Walter was a member of SS Peter
and Paul Orthodox Church for approximately
thirty years. May the Lord grant him rest with
the saints and also give Tania and her family
His grace, comfort, and consola�on.

Services will be at St John of Damascus in
Poway, CA. The viewing will be at 5pm on
July 1 followed by a Panikhida at 6pm. The
funeral will by the next day, July 2, at 10:30
followed by a lunch and then burial at 1:30
at El Camino in Sorrento Valley.

PRAYER LIST

We offer prayers to all of our parishioners
who are ill or unable to attend services:

Newly Departed Walter Booriakin

Pamela Bolton

Sue Bieber

David Bieber
William Osolinsky

Anatoly Bezkorovainy

Jamie Arango

Ann Carroll

Antonia Adams-Clement

Tania Booriakin

The suffering people of Ukraine

May Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Physician

of our souls and bodies, reach out his healing

hand and bless these, His servants.

If you know anyone else in need of our
prayers, please contact Fr. Mikel.

But we can be present, serve, and bear

witness to suffering. Service is not synon-

ymous with some arbitrary form of aid. It

is hearing cries and re-

sponding to what they

are asking for- not what

we think they need. Most

of the �me, it is just lis-

tening and cracking a

joke when appropriate.

Giggling and cha�ng 

with the poor in spirit

has been the most pro-

found form of service I

have seen emulated by

my housemates. This can

be done in many ways! I

hope that God guides all

of us to find the modes that best suit our 

gi�s to be with our brothers and sisters 

who are suffering.

Thank you for following my year of service.

All of my friends here say “hi” from the

Cop�c retreat center in Boston as we pre-

pare for “re-entry”. In the spirit of the OVC

Around SS Peter & Paul

mo�o, “Serve for a Year, Prepare for a Life-

�me”, I hope to carry the faith my friends 

and pa�ents have emulated for the rest of 

my life. Glory to God for All Things.

Natalya Delsante

ARIZONA CHRISTIAN

Arizona Chris�an is a new Christ-

centered school located on the campus

of Assump�on Greek Orthodox Church in 

Sco�sdale. We were founded on a sim-

ple but urgent belief: that faith and edu-

ca�on should never be separated. Every 

subject, every classroom, every day is

rooted in the truth, the goodness, and

the beauty of God. We are proud to wel-

come families from all orthodox commu-

ni�es, and we would be honored to be a 

resource to the families in your parish.

You can also have families apply directly at:

h�ps://portal.arizonachris�an.com/

apply/f/OJAXcQYt3caUOS98



BLESSING OF VEHICLES Although our cars

are not nearly as drama�c as Elijah’s chari-

ot, it is It is our parish’s custom to bless

vehicles on the Sunday nearest to the

Feast of the Holy Prophet Elijah. This year,

that commemora�on falls on Sunday, July 

19th. Cars and other vehicles will be

blessed that day, following the celebra�on 

of the Divine Liturgy.

A/C REMINDER When running the hall’s A/C re-

member to keep all doors closed and returning

thermostats to their original setting after use.

CONFESSIONS are heard after Vespers on

Saturday Evening. If you would like your con-

fession to be at a different time, please let Fr.

Mikel or Fr. David know. Everyone who goes

to Communion is required by the Holy Synod

of Bishops of the OCA to have their Confes-

sion heard at least once every 4 weeks.

SUNDAY SCHOOL is looking for volunteers

to help with our Sunday School program

for 2026-2027. Please contact Stephanie

Homyak, 602.432.7473, to volunteer.

SUMMER STEWARDSHIP Throughout the

summer months, many of our parishioners

will be taking vacations, seeking cooler

climes, or visiting family and friends

throughout the country and world. It is also

during the summer, when church attend-

ance decreases because of vacations, and

our parish expenses rise due to the greater

use and higher cost of electricity in the heat

of the summer. However, the life and work

of your parish community continues even

when you are traveling and away and enjoy-

ing your vacation. You are asked to kindly

remember this and to maintain—and even

increase—your stewardship during the

summer months. May the Lord bless your

travels and bring you safely home.

STS. PETER & PAUL FEAST DAY THANKS

Thank you to everyone who is able to

bring an item to share for the Sts. Peter

and Paul day luncheon. The feast is a joy-

ous con�nua�on of the celebra�on a�er 

the liturgy and is an end to Apostles Fast.
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FOCUS PHOENIX serves those in need every

Saturday at 10am. They are located at Moun-

tain View Park, 9901 N 7th Ave Phoenix. Use

this link to register to help out; https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/

10C0945ABAC2FA7F9C70-57944913-focus

FOCUS Phoenix also assists HOPE Church to

operate a day center/ shower program that

helps the homeless community of Sunnyslope.

They are at 1111 W Hatcher Rd, Phoenix, AZ

85021. Every Thursday 9am-12noon.

Here is a link to Focus Phoenix wish list if

you wish to donate items; h�ps://

www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/

T0MPLCPHF5NH?ref_=wl_share

They also accept support in the form of

monetary dona�ons which can be made 

directly on our website focusphoenix.org.

SAFE TRAVELS TO THE GEILER FAMILY!

We wish a wonderful and safe journey to

the Geiler family as they embark on their

exci�ng trip to Japan!

Regina and Alanna are enjoying their time

exploring, including a stop at a fun Snoopy

Chocolat shop in Kyoto. May God grant

them safe travels, unforgettable memories,

and a peaceful return home to our SS. Peter

and Paul Orthodox Church community.

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD If

you are interested in enrolling your 3-6

year old child as a new student in our CGS

class for the upcoming school year, please

contact Lesley Zaremba at 480.710.7133.

CONGRATULATIONS Dylan competed in the

National Gymnastics Championships held in

Orlando, Florida on June 8. Dylan placed 1st

on the Parallel Bars and 3rd place All

Around. He qualified for the NGA Level 8

Men's Premier National Team and was invit-

ed to train at the NGA National Team Camp

in Tennessee for a weekend in October.

CONGRATULATIONS

And Many Years to Deacon Rodion

Pfeiffer as he celebrates the 5th anni-

versary of his ordination to the Holy

Diaconate. May the Lord bless him

and grant him, Matushka Elizabeth,

and their family many blessings as they

serve Christ’s Holy Church!

FRY’S COMMUNITY
REWARDS UPDATE

March 1, 2026-May 31, 2026

Households 24

Total Donations $66.69



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

28
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy
12:00pm Vespers for

Patronal Feast Day

29 Sts Peter & Paul
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

Patronal Feast Day
Luncheon

6:00pm ZOOM
Catechumen Class

30 1 Wonderworkers
Cosmas & Damian

5:00pm Vespers
6:00pm The Bible &
the Orthodox Faith

2 St John Archbishop
of Shanghai and San

Francisco
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

3 4

5:00pm Vespers

5 St. Athanasius of Mt Athos
RelicsVen.SergiusofRadonezh

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

Project Mexico Collection

1:00pm Beth-Madeline
Anderson & Jacob Hale

Wedding

6 Venerable Sisoes
the Great

NO CLASS

7 8 Kazan, Sitka-Kazan
Icons and other

Kazan Icons

NO CLASS

9 10 Placing of the
Precious Robe of the

Lord at Moscow
St. Anthony of
the Kiev Caves

11 Greatmartyr Euphemia

5:00pm Vespers

12 Martyrs Proclus &
Hilary

8:40am Hours
9:00am Hierarchical

Divine Liturgy

13

6:00pm ZOOM
Catechumen Class

14

6:00pm Parish
Council Meeting

15 GreatPrinceVladimir
Equal-to-the-Apostles

6:00pm The Bible &
the Orthodox Faith

16 17

5:30pm Vespers

18
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

5:00pm Vespers

19 Fathers of the Six
Ecumenical Councils
Relics Ven. Seraphim

of Sarov
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

BLESSING OF CARS

20 Holy Prophet
Elijah

6:00pm ZOOM
Catechumen Class

21 22 Myrrhbearer and
Equal-to-the-Apostles

Mary Magdalene

6:00pm The Bible &
the Orthodox Faith

23 Pochaev & Joy of
All Who Sorrow

Icons

24 Martyrs & Passion
bearers Boris & Gleb
Martyr Christina of

Tyre

25 Dormition of
Righteous Anna,

Motherof theTheotokos

3:00pm WOMEN’S

BOOK CLUB

5:00pm Vespers

26 Hieromartyrs
Hermolaus, Her-

mipps, & Hermocra-
tes at Nicomedia

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

27 Greatmartyr &
Healer Panteleimon

6:00pm ZOOM
Catechumen Class

28 Holy Apostles of the
Seventy and Deacons:

Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
and Parmenas

29

6:00pm The Bible &
the Orthodox Faith

30 31 Forefeast
Procession of the
Lifegiving Cross

5:30pm Vespers

1 Beginning of
Dormition Fast
Procession of the
Lifegiving Cross

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

5:00pm Vespers

2

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

PROJECT MEXICO

COLLECTION

3 Ven Isaac, Dalmatus &
Faustus of Constantinople

6:00pm ZOOM
Catechumen Class

4 7 Sleepers of Ephesus 5 Forefeast
Transfiguration

5:30pm Vespers
NO CLASS

6 TRANSFIGURATION

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

Blessing of Fruit

7 8

5:00pm Vespers

July 2026

St. Elijah—Blessing of Cars
Vehicles will be blessed immediately following Divine Liturgy

on Sunday, July 19, 2026

We welcome all of our guests

and visitors. Please join us in the

Cultural Center for Fellowship

Hour following Divine Liturgy

each Sunday.

MBAS will not meet

in July.

CHURCH SCHOOL PLANNING MEETING

AUGUST 9TH

For teachers, assistant teachers, and
volunteers


