
The Holy Orthodox Church is

perhaps one of the last social

ins�tu�ons where dignity, pro-

tocol, respect, and reverence

are maintained. This is primari-

ly because when we come to

the church and its services we

are entering

the Kingdom

of God on

earth, His

habita�on, 

and we

choose to

honor this

sacred place

by our a�en-

�veness to 

what is proper and ordered.

We have the opportunity to

reflect the image of Christ 

within us by our ac�ons. “You 

are a chosen genera�on, a 

royal priesthood, a holy na-

�on” ( Peter 2:9).

This guide is meant for personal

reflection and not as a means of

judging others. Keep in mind that

there are different traditions

even among the Orthodox faith-

ful. We come to church to pray

and worship God above all else,

and that should be our only fo-

cus. While the following refer-

ences the Divine Liturgy, it should

be noted that proper etiquette

should be applied to all the Di-

vine Services of the Church.

E������� ��� C�����

The Orthodox Divine Liturgy

begins when the priest intones,

“Blessed is the Kingdom of the

Father, and

the Son, and

the Holy Spir-

it.” We need

to arrive early

enough to

receive this

blessing. Ar-

riving later

causes a dis-

trac�on for 

others who are praying.

If an occasional problem oc-

curs and you have to come in

late, enter the church rever-

ently and quietly. The �mes in 

which you must stay in the

back of the church, or the nar-

thex, before entering include:

when the Li�le or Great En-

trance is taking place, when

the priest is censing the icons

and congregation or giving

the homily, and when the

Epistle or Gospel is being

read. When the priest or Dea-

con is censing everyone

should stop venerating the

icons and stand aside until

they are finished censing and

have gone back into the altar.

Also, we should not be turning

and following the priest/

deacon while they cense the

whole church, we should al-

ways be facing the altar . If

you are unsure when is the

best time to enter the church,

ask one of the ushers for guid-

ance. We come to the church

on time as if to a “Great Ban-

quet,” with reverence be-

cause we are partaking of the

very Body and Blood of Christ,

our Savior. Coming to the

Hours before the Divine Litur-

gy will ensure that you will be

settled in plenty of time to

pray without distraction.

S������� �� C�����

It is the custom of Orthodox

Chris�ans to stand throughout 

the services of the Church. This

is because the tradi�onal pos-

ture for prayer and worship in

the Orthodox Church is stand-

ing. If you choose to stand in a

church that has pews, please

do so near the back or sides so

that the view of the altar is not

blocked. If you need to sit dur-

ing the Divine Liturgy, remem-

ber to stand at these �mes: 

(Continued on page 4)
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May Council Highlights

 April’s Operating Income was
$28,687.87 and Operating Expens-
es were $20,764.26, resulting in a
positive balance of $7,923.61.

 SS Peter & Paul feast day luncheon
to be held on Monday, June 29th.

 Looking for volunteers to climb
ladder to replace A/C filters in hall.

 Two copper phone lines for fire
alarm system replaced with wire-
less digital transmitter.
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“We come to the church on time

as if to a “Great Banquet,”

with reverence because we are

partaking of the very Body and

Blood of Christ, our Savior. “
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As we begin the summer months, we

should always remember that our Lord is

with us wherever we go. During vaca�ons 

and summer travels, let us not ne-

glect our prayers, the daily Epis-

tle and Gospel readings, or

a�endance at the divine 

services whenever possible.

Our rela�onship with Christ 

does not take a vaca�on.

During the month of June,

we will celebrate our Pa-

tronal Feast Day on June 29,

the Feast of the Holy Apostles

Peter and Paul. This feast con-

cludes the Apostles' Fast, which begins

on June 8. Every fast is an opportunity not

only to abstain from certain foods but

also to restrict ourselves from those

things that distract us from Christ. Fas�ng 

helps us refocus our hearts and minds on

God and strengthens our spiritual lives.

Although summer brings a change of pace

and children are out of school, it can also

be a valuable �me for greater reflec�on, 

prayer, and reading of Holy Scrip-

ture. Families can use this sea-

son to grow together in the

faith, helping children learn

and understand the teach-

ings of Christ and His

Church.

Before His Ascension, our

Lord promised to send the

Holy Spirit, the Comforter.

He said, "If you love Me, keep

My commandments." At Pente-

cost, the Holy Spirit descended upon

the Holy Apostles, marking the beginning

of the Chris�an Church. Christ also taught, 

"However, when He, the Spirit of truth,

has come, He will guide you into all

truth." The Holy Spirit has guided the

Church from the beginning and con�nues 

to work within her today.

As Orthodox Chris�ans, we receive the gi� 

of the Holy Spirit through Bap�sm and 

Chrisma�on. Through the Spirit, we are 

enlivened and strengthened to live the

Gospel and share the love of Christ with

the world. It is also our responsibility to

know and understand the teachings of the

Church, especially in a �me when many 

false teachings can easily be found through

sources such as YouTube and other forms

of media.

I pray that all of you have a blessed and

enjoyable summer. May you always carry

Christ in your heart, see His image in every

person you meet, and con�nue to grow in 

faith, hope, and love.

Father Mikel

On Saturday, May 30th, our parish was richly

blessed as we welcomed into the Church,

through Holy Baptism and Chrismation, the

servants of God :

Lucia Malaty—Sp Anthony & Georgiana Ambus

Michael (Carl) Brawn—Sp Rdr John Hecht

Elijah (Lee) Brawn—Sp Rdr John Hecht

Paisios (Wesley) Brawn—Sp Rdr John Hecht

Jerome (Calvin) Brawn—Sp Rdr John Hecht

Olga (Ashlee) Brawn—Sp Lauren Hech

Mary (Jocelyn) Brawn—Sp Lauren Hecht

John (Charles) Homan—Sp Jonah Anderson

Theodosia (Samantha) Burgess—Sp Marty Gala

Mary(Beth-Madeline)Anderson—SpSusanWeiss

We rejoice with them, their sponsors,

family, and friends, giving thanks that the

Lord has called them to live a life of disci-

pleship as members of Christ’s Holy

Orthodox Church.
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struggle to attain, by God’s grace, the high-

est of vocations – the holiness of a genuine

child of God, “born, not of blood nor of the

will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of

God” [John 1:13]. Of this we are reminded

in the Gospel reading for the Sunday of All

Saints: “So everyone who acknowledges

me before men, I also will acknowledge

before my Father Who is in heaven; but

whoever denies me before men, I also will

deny before my Father Who is in heav-

en…. He who loves father or mother more

than me is not worthy of me; and he who

loves son or daughter more than me is not

worthy of me; and he who does not take up

his cross and follow me is not worthy of

me” [Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38].

We probably have a difficult �me rela�ng 

to such a passage, since we expend an

enormous amount of energy – �me, talent 

and treasure—in order to guarantee for

ourselves a comfortable life and the closest

of possible family rela�onships. God and

Church may be a part of that choice, but

perhaps only as one compartment of life

among many.  At �mes, the greatest of our 

goals may be to create a certain form of

“domes�c bliss,” to the extent that this is 

humanly a�ainable. Nothing else can seem

greater or more desirable. Jesus, however,

makes other claims on us.  And the first of 

those radical claims is that we must love

Him above all else – including father and

mother, son and daughter. This is a “hard

teaching.” Perhaps it is here that we dis-

cover the greatest “achievement” of the

saints, and the reason behind the sanc�ty 

that they o�en so clearly manifest. They

simply loved Christ before all else. And

there is nothing that can deflect them from 

that love. But in no way does this diminish

our love for our loved ones. I believe that if

we love Christ before all else, then we

would have a greater love for those around

us, including our very family members. To

love Christ above all else is to expand our

(Continued on page 7)

Fr. Steven Kostoff

We recently celebrated the Great Feast of

Pentecost on May 31. All of the subse-

quent Sundays of the liturgical year, un�l 

the pre-lenten Sunday of the Publican and

the Pharisee some�me next year, will be so 

numbered, challenging us to keep our spir-

itual sight on the overwhelming significance 

of Pentecost in the divine economy. The

New Testament era of the Church began its

existence on the Day of Pentecost with the

Spirit’s descent as a mighty rushing wind

that took on the

form of fiery tongues 

aligh�ng upon the 

heads of the future

apostles [Acts 2:1-

13]. The Church has

always existed, but

the Church as a rem-

nant of Israel that

would flourish and 

grow with the addi-

�on of the Gen�les 

began its final phase 

of existence with the

death, resurrec�on 

and ascension of

God’s Messiah, Jesus

Christ Who, seated

at the right hand of the Father, would send

the Holy Spirit into the world and upon “all

flesh” on the day of Pentecost. As Saint

Epiphanius of Cyprus wrote in the fourth

century, “The Catholic Church, which exists

from the ages, is revealed most clearly in

the incarnate advent of Christ.” The simple

calendar rubric of numbering the Sundays

a�er Pentecost is one way of reminding us 

of this essen�al truth of the Chris�an 

Faith. The Church is the Temple of the Holy

Spirit, and in and through the sacramental

life of the Church we experience something

like a permanent pentecostal outpouring of

the Holy Spirit.

The first two Sundays a�er Pentecost are 

dedicated to the saints—the first, to All 

Saints, and the second, to local Saints, in

our case, the Saints that have shown forth

in North America. We commemorate all of

the saints of the Church – men, women and

children—from her beginning to the pre-

sent day, including the “patriarchs, matri-

archs, prophets, apostles, preachers, evan-

gelists, martyrs, confessors, asce�cs and 

every righteous spirit made perfect in

faith.”  That is, the en�re “cloud of witness-

es” that surround us and pray for us while

serving as models for our own faith. God

has revealed to the Church

His innumerable saints,

and we rejoice in their

con�nuous presence, 

made possible by the on-

going presence of the Holy

Spirit. The divine and co-

eternal Spirit, holy by na-

ture, makes human beings

holy by grace. That is why

these par�cular Sundays 

fall so naturally a�er the 

Sunday of Pentecost.

The word we use for

“saint” is the Greek word

for “holy” – agios. In a real

sense, we are celebrating

the presence of holiness in

the world, incarnate in actual flesh and

blood human beings. The descent of the

Holy Spirit makes it possible for human be-

ings to become and remain holy. Without

the Holy Spirit, human beings can be nice,

pleasant and even good – but not holy. And

it is the holiness of the saints that is their

one common characteristic, expressed in an

endless diversity of vocations. Every bap-

tized and chrismated member of the Church

is already a saint – a person sanctified and

set apart as a member of the People of God

– and every such member has the vocation

to become a saint. The phrase often used to

capture this paradox of the Christian life is

“become what you already are.” This phrase

expresses an entire lifetime of striving and

“We share the most difficult of

vocations – to live up to our high

calling in Christ Jesus. This is

not something that we achieve

on our own, but a process that

includes the grace of God and

our own self-determination, what

we call our freedom of choice or

“free will.”



SS PETER & PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH NEWSLETTER

when the Liturgy begins and the priest

gives the blessing; during the Li�le and 

Great Entrances; when the priest is cens-

ing the icons and the faithful; during the

Gospel reading; at the Anaphora; for Holy

Communion; and at the final Blessing. 

Whenever a hierarch is visi�ng the parish, 

out of respect follow his example and

stand and sit when he does.

L������� �� C������

It is a pious Orthodox tradi�on to light 

candles for personal

pe��ons and inter-

cessions when en-

tering the church

and venera�ng the 

icons. Most parishes

have designated

candle stands or

holders for these

candles. It is not proper to light candles at

certain �mes during the service—

generally the same �mes when you 

should not enter the church, such as dur-

ing the Li�le and Great Entrances, when 

the priest is censing the icons and congre-

ga�on or giving the homily, or during the 

reading of the Epistle or Gospel.

Candles should be allowed to burn down

without being ex�nguished early, since 

the burning candle symbolizes our prayers

rising to heaven and the light of Christ

in our midst. Pease do not allow young

children to light candles alone, for

safety reasons.

V��������� I����

The Orthodox Church teaches that it is

proper to venerate, not worship, icons.

The acceptable way to do this is to kiss

either the hands or feet of Our Lord or of

the saint depicted in the icon, or the

scroll, the Gospel book, or the hand cross

a saint is holding. Please do not wear lip-

s�ck /chaps�ck when kissing the icons.

(Continued from page 1) ADDITIONAL PIOUS CUSTOMS

C������� �������

It is always appropriate to cross oneself at

the men�on of the Holy Trinity—Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit; whenever entering

or leaving the church; at the beginning of

the Liturgy; when passing in front of the

altar; when venera�ng an icon, the Gos-

pel, or the cross; and at �mes for personal 

pe��ons. It is not necessary to cross one-

self when the priest is giving a blessing or

censing the congrega�on. Instead, one 

should bow to receive

the blessing.

B�����

Orthodox Christians

bow when the The-

otokos and Christ

are petitioned. They

also bow to the

priest at his blessing,

and when he asks forgiveness before

the Great Entrance and again before

Holy Communion. It is traditional for

the Orthodox faithful to bow and cross

themselves when they enter and leave

the church, and when they pray before

the icons.

K�������

In some Orthodox tradi�ons there are 

�mes when kneeling is a pious prac�ce in 

the Liturgy, the most notable being at the

Consecra�on of the Holy Gi�s. However, 

kneeling is prohibited on Sundays, Great

Feast days, and during the Paschal sea-

son, from Pascha to Pentecost, in honor

of the Resurrec�on.

The  author of this ar�cle is Father David 

Barr, Pastor of Holy Resurrec�on Church 

in Tucson, Arizona, a parish of the An�o-

chian Archdiocese. This ar�cle has been 

reprinted in churches in all Orthodox juris-

dic�ons in America.

CHILDREN LEARN LOVE OF GOD BY THEIR

PARENTS’ EXAMPLE

Every Orthodox parent wants their chil-

dren to grow up attending Sunday Litur-

gies and staying active in the life of the

Church throughout their lives. Yet many

parents don’t demonstrate the im-

portance of having a personal relation-

ship with God in from on their children.

If you do not make God important, nei-

ther will your child.

Children observe their parents. They

see hypocrisy and know when you are

not following through with the teachings

of the Church throughout the week.

They hear when you take the Lord’s

name in vain. They notice when you re-

serve prayer to weekend service. They

notice you only speaking of God on

Sunday morning.

Making the sign of the cross, lighting

candles and burning incense only on

Sundays teaches your children to

compartmentalize their own faith, and

leaves them defenseless in a world

filled with temptations and distrac-

tions from things that are of a spiritual

nature. If you do not demonstrate the

importance of prayer before your

children, you will leave them defense-

less in a world that hates Christ. Your

children need to pray with you, read

the scriptures with you, be taught the

faith by you.

If you do not make your home a do-

mestic church, your children will be

lost to Christ and Orthodoxy will not

be lived out beyond your own grave. If

they do not see you living a committed

life in Christ, they will turn from the

faith, and Orthodoxy will not survive

into the next generation.

— Abbot Tryphon

PAGE 4
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In addi�on to fully restocking icons at 

the bookstore this month, we have also

added some new �tles!

Hidden in Humility - St. Gabriel, Fool-for-

Christ and Confessor of Georgia, $25,

Pokrov Publica�ons

"A new book on St. Ga-

briel (Urgebadze) pre-

sents the beloved

elder’s life, teachings,

and miracles. As a holy

Fool-for-Christ and Con-

fessor of the Orthodox

faith, St. Gabriel stands

out as one of the most

amazing saints of our time. Born in Soviet

Georgia, his thirst for truth led him to the

Bible and then a radical life in accordance

with it. He sought God alone from his very

childhood, and hid his spiritual gifts in the

humility of foolishness. Now those who turn

to him in prayer find a wellspring of miracles.

He was canonized just 17 years after his

1995 repose, and since then has become

one of the most beloved saints across the

entire Orthodox world. One of the most

famous episodes of his life is when he tore

down and set fire to a giant portrait of Lenin

hanging on a Georgian government building,

because it glorified man rather than God, for

this act, he was severely persecuted by the

communist authorities. His life included

many such trials, but also many joys. He was

even deprived of the right to serve and re-

ceive Holy Communion for a time, but he

was also comforted by visions of God and

the saints. He saved thousands of holy icons

and Church utensils from the trash and se-

cretly wandered the countryside, serving in

dilapidated churches so they wouldn't go

without prayer. He spent years living in deep

asceticism in cemeteries. But the greatest

miracle of his life was his own conversion to

Christ, his acquisition of holiness, and his

ability to convert thousands to Christ! In

addition to hundreds of pages on the life of

St. Gabriel, this new publication also includes

more than 30 narrations from those whose

lives were personally touched by him, and

more than 20 miracle stories from those

who received healing by his prayers." (This

description was taken from the OrthoChris-

tian.com website)

Give me a Word - The Alphabe�cal Sayings 

of the Desert Fathers, $34, SVS Press

When Chris�ans first began living as 

monks in the Egyp�an 

desert at the begin-

ning of the fourth

century, they had few

books and almost no

learning. As they

gained experience,

they concentrated

that experience in the

form of an oral tradi-

�on of tales and sayings. Apart from the 

Scriptures (also learned by heart) this was

the only training manual they had. Conse-

quently, when the onslaught of barbari-

ans drove many monks out of Egypt early

in the following century, they found it

be�er to preserve their oral tradi�on in 

wri�ng.

Thus, towards the end of the fi�h century 

there eventually emerged a codifica�on 

of this monas�c lore. It was in two parts: 

one in which the items were arranged in

alphabe�cal order by the name of the 

monk who either authored the saying or

was characterized in the tale; the other in

which all the remaining “anonymous”

material was arranged under various

heads. The present volume is an a�empt 

to provide the reader with an effec�ve 

transla�on of the first of those parts. (This 

descrip�on was taken from the SVS Press 

website)

June restocks...Orthodox Chris�an Pray-

ers (hardcover), The Bible and the Holy

Fathers, and Everyday Saints.

MORE MOTHER’S DAY PICTURES
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Youth Corner: Nativity of St. John the Baptist
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C�����������: J��� 24

Every year on June 24, the Orthodox

Church celebrates the Nativity (birth) of St.

John the Baptist. St. John is called the

Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist

because he prepared the way for

Jesus Christ and later baptized

Him in the Jordan River.

John's parents were the righteous

priest Zachariah and his wife Eliza-

beth. They loved God very much,

but they had no children and were

already very old. One day, while

Zachariah was serving in the Temple, the

Archangel Gabriel appeared to him. Gabriel

told him that Elizabeth would have a son and

that his name should be John. This son would

prepare people for the coming of the Savior.

Zachariah found it hard to believe because

he and Elizabeth were so old. Because of

his doubt, he was unable to speak until the

child was born.

Soon Elizabeth became pregnant. A few

months later, the Virgin Mary

came to visit her. When Mary

greeted Elizabeth, the baby

John leaped for joy inside his

mother's womb because he was

in the presence of Jesus Christ,

who was growing in Mary's

womb.

When John was born, everyone

rejoiced. On the eighth day, his family

gathered to name him. Many thought he

should be named a�er his father, but Eliz-

abeth said, "His name is John." When

Zachariah wrote the same words on a

tablet, he immediately regained his

speech and praised God. He then spoke

about the coming of the Messiah and the

special mission of his son.

Later, King Herod ordered that all baby

boys in the area be killed. Elizabeth took

young John into the wilderness to keep

him safe. Zachariah was killed because he

would not reveal where they were hiding.

A�er Elizabeth died, God protected John 

through an angel. He lived in the wilder-

ness un�l he became an adult.

When the �me came, John began preach-

ing repentance and calling people to turn

back to God. He prepared the people for

the coming of Jesus Christ and was honored

to bap�ze the Lord in the Jordan River.

St. John the Bap�st teaches us to trust 

God, obey His will, and prepare our hearts

to receive Christ.

Search up, down, forward, backward,
and on the diagonal to find the hid-
den words about St. John the Baptist.
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very no�on and experience of love. If we

live “in Christ,” we can then love “in

Christ.” Elsewhere, Jesus would claim that

this would include our enemies! This is a

love that will not disappoint. With any

other deeper love, there is always the lurk-

ing tempta�on of succumbing to one form 

of idolatry or another. Jesus even says that

if we love anyone else more than Him, we

are not “worthy” of Him! Clearly, there is

nothing easy about bearing the name of

Christ and calling oneself a Chris�an. Is all

of this impossible? Jesus teaches that

“with men this is impossible, but with God

all things are possible” [Ma�hew 19:26].

We share the most difficult of voca�ons –

to live up to our high calling in Christ Je-

sus. This is not something that we achieve

on our own, but a process that includes the

grace of God and our own self-

(Continued from page 3) determina�on, what we call our freedom 

of choice or “free will.” There are obsta-

cles that begin with the gene�c and the 

environmental.  There are distrac�ons and 

tempta�ons too numerous to keep track 

of. There is the unbelief of the world

around us. Yet, if we approach this “day by

day,” we soon realize that we are simply

trying to become genuine human beings,

for the glory of God is a human being fully

alive, to paraphrase Saint Irenaeus of Ly-

ons. As disciples of Christ, we have the

“inside track” to allow us to “run with per-

severance the race that is before

us” [Hebrews 12:1]. So, we thank God for

the mul�tude of the saints who not only 

set an example for us, but who also pray

for us unceasingly in the Kingdom of God.

Reprinted from the Orthodox Church in America web
site, Reflec�ons in Christ,  h�p://oca.org/reflec�ons/fr.
-steven-kostoff/the-saints-examples-of-holiness

This past Memorial Day weekend, the

OVC house had the joy of par�cipa�ng in 

St. Tikhon’s 122nd annual pilgrimage. On

both Sunday and Monday we a�ended 

the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy

in the presence of the Hawai-

ian Myrrh-Streaming Iveron

icon. The Liturgies were re-

markable- witnessing the

ves�ng of Metropolitan 

Tikhon, encircled by relics,

before a weeping icon, and

next to a clairvoyant monas�c 

hearing confessions- it was

completely overwhelming. With this, the

trip was par�cularly touching for me for a 

number of reasons. At night, my house-

mates and I stayed in my paternal grand-

parents home, both of whom have both

passed. We laughed and played and

cooked in a home that hasn’t been com-

pletely alive since my childhood. During

the day at St. Tikhon’s, I visited my great

grandparent’s plots who are buried in the

monastery cemetery. It was a sweet re-

minder of the faithful who came before

me. To round off the beauty of the week-

end, the Sunday homily was given by our

beloved, His Eminence, Archbishop Dan-

iel. His cadence, intona�on, 

and dry humor brought me

right back to the pews of Sts.

Peter and Paul. While I was

enlivened by the sheer beauty

around me, Archbishop Daniel

delivered a sobering, �mely 

sermon. He began by equa�ng 

the beauty of the

occasion to that of

the Ascension. In the same way

the Apostles stood and gawked

at the sky a�er Christ ascend-

ed, I too found myself enam-

oured by the sound of the

choir, sweet incense, and the

palpable presence of the saints

around us. However, it is not

enough to simply recognize the grandeur

of the Heavens. While the Apostles lin-

gered, two men appeared in white robes

asking “why do you stand here looking

into the sky?” (Acts 1:11). This commands

the apostles to go forth; to go out and act

(haha). Archbishop Daniel warned of cap-

�va�on by aesthe�cs, scents, and feelings 

of liturgics, calling us to live our faith be-

yond the resplendence. His words remind-

ed me of the words of St. John Chrysos-

tom who proclaimed "If you cannot find 

Christ in the beggar at the church door,

you will not find Him in the chalice.” In the 

midst of such splendor, this homily re-

minded me of the simple

beau�es beyond the church 

doors. The manifesta�on of 

Christ through ac�on and ser-

vice may be less obvious, but

is nevertheless the most po-

tent display of faith. Our

weekend was filled with a ten-

derness that was worn all over

our faces, giving us the

strength to push through our last month

of service. Stay tuned for final reflec�ons 

next month. 

FOCUS PHOENIX serves those in need

every Saturday at 10am. They are located

at Mountain View Park, 9901 N 7th Ave

Phoenix. If you are interested in ge�ng 

involved, use this link to register; https://

www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C0945ABAC2FA7F9C70-57944913-

focus

FOCUS Phoenix also assists HOPE Church

to operate a day center/ shower program

that helps the homeless community of

Sunnyslope. They are at 1111 W Hatcher

Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85021. Every Thursday

9am-12noon.

Here is a link to Focus Phoenix wish list if

you wish to donate items; h�ps://

www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/

T0MPLCPHF5NH?ref_=wl_share

They also accept support in the form of

monetary donations which can be made

directly on our website focusphoenix.org.
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

June 1 Elena Kerr

Irina O’Brien

Teras Mebrahtu

12 David & Sue Bieber

Rosemarie and William Osolinsky

13 Judah Rhodes

16 Anastasia Yurchenko

17 Nya (Marina) Deng

18 Matushka Lisa Bock

20 Larry Gardner

22 Brittany Lauber

23 Kevin Guerrero

24 Oksana Geiler

27 Rita Mudrenko

Jaden Valencia

Many Years! Mnogaya Leta!

PRAYER LIST

“I was sick and you visited me.”
Matt 25:36

We offer prayers to all of our parishioners
who are ill or unable to attend services:

Sue Bieber

David Bieber

William Osolinsky

Anatoly Bezkorovainy

Jamie Arango

Ann Carroll

Antonia Adams-Clement

Tania Booriakin

Walter Booriakin

The suffering people of

Ukraine

“If you know anyone else in need of our

prayers, please contact Fr. Mikel.

Once again, the mothers of our parish

were given the red-carpet treatment and

honored like royalty on Mother's Day! As

they entered the

church, Rita

Mudrenko Chris-

tensen and Jane

Evans greeted

each mother

with a flower,

courtesy of the

Myrrh Bearers

Altar Society.

Following the

Divine Liturgy, the

Sunday School

students presented the women with thumb-

print flower candle holders that they had lov-

ingly made. The celebration continued with a

delicious luncheon prepared by the men of the

parish and organized by Chris Blaise.

A hear�elt thank you to everyone who 

helped make this day so special and mem-

orable for our beloved mothers.

CONGRATULATIONS!

With joy in Christ, we announce the engage-

ment of Samantha Burgess and Payton Cho-

ate. May the Lord bless their betrothal and

guide them as they prepare for this holy

and joyful union. May He grant them many

blessed and fruitful years together!



WELCOME all visitors to SS Peter and

Paul. We hope your visit was enriching

and enlightening. Please join us in the

Cultural Center for our Fellowship Hour.

It’s a chance to meet some of our mem-

bers, other visitors, enjoy some coffee 

and fellowship, and visit our bookstore.

FEAST OF SS PETER & PAUL On Monday

June 29, we will celebrate our patrons Sts.

Peter and Paul.  A�er liturgy, the MBAS is 

coordina�ng a potluck luncheon.  We will 

be hos�ng visitors from other churches in 

the valley. If you will be at church, please

see Heather or Marty to sign up to bring a

dish to the potluck.

FATHER’S DAY On June 21, the MBAS will

be celebra�ng the Father’s in the church.  

If you are able to help bring a Lenten dish

or pie for dessert, please see Mat. Eliza-

beth (Heather Pfeiffer).  

SUMMER VACATION! With summer

comes much needed vaca�ons and op-

portuni�es to do fun things with friends 

and family. As you are planning your sum-

mer be sure to keep your faith in mind.

Remember to a�end to your prayer life, 

scripture reading, and recep�on of the 

holy Sacraments.

Also, please do what you can to maintain

your much-needed offerings of �me and 

talent as well as your pledges and contribu-

�ons over the summer. Unfortunately, our 

parish’s u�lity expenses and needs tend to 

increase during the summer months.

Regarding financial giving, people handle 

this differently. Some people make up for 

weeks away when they return. Other

members keep their financial contribu-

�ons regular by using their online banking 

system to write and send their dona�ons 

to the church each week or month auto-

ma�cally. The parish also has an online 

giving system on our website or you can

use Zelle (hhomyak@cox.net). Whatever

works best for you, please keep your spir-

itual home in mind.
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PARKING When parking please be courte-

ous and do not block anyone in. If the

church lot is full you may park on

the street or across the street at

Bamboo Bakery.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Apostles Fast June 8-28

SS Peter & Paul June 29

Dormi�on Fast August 1-14

Transfigura�on August 6

Dormi�on August `15

SUMMER IS HERE! As in your own homes,

please do not prop open doors to the out-

side as this prac�ce just vents the cool air 

out and the hot air in.

CHURCH SCHOOL We are in need of

addi�onal support teachers and volun-

teers to help with our Church School

program. Contact Stephanie Homyak

for more informa�on, 602.432.7473.

SUMMER MUSIC PRACTICUM The Diocese

is glad to be promo�ng our Summer Music 

Prac�cum for all aspiring music leaders in 

Santa Rosa, CA, July 20 – 24, 2026. Registra-

�on is now open! Check the Diocese of the 

West website; h�ps://dowoca.org/ This

year's prac�cum will feature fresh content 

and new material dis�nct from last year’s 

sessions. Please feel free to reach out to Fr.

Lawrence Margi�ch (707-217-4556) or Fr.

David Morrison (406-600-7409) for more

informa�on.

ORTHODOX VOLUNTEER CORP (OVC) is

coming to Phoenix in 2027, they are look-

ing to hire a City Director who will over-

see the full-�me and part-�me programs 

of OVC in Phoenix. The full job descrip�on 

is at; h�ps://orthodoxvolunteercorps.org/

wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Phoenix-

City-Director-Job-Descrip�on-1.pdf If you

are interested please email your resume

and cover le�er by July 1st to: 

kbitar@orthodoxvolunteercorps.org.

COMMUNION WINE If you would like to

donate wine to the church, please pick up

Manischewitz Concord Grape wine.

JAMES LEGENDRE has been accepted to

Suprasl. Suprasl is a gathering of Orthodox

youth ages 18-30 from around the world,

coming together for one week to experi-

ence the unity and universality of our Or-

thodox faith. Suprasl 2026 will be held from

July 28th to August 3rd at the Monastery of

the Annuncia�on and Suprasl Academy in 

Suprasl, Poland. The cost of the trip is ap-

proximately $2200. If you would like to help

James in his fundraising please mark on

your check and envelope “Suprasl”. About

50% of the funds have been collected

PARISH LIBRARY As summer slows down

our rou�nes a bit, fill that �me with read-

ing that edifies the soul and bright-

ens the heart! There are so very

many different topics and saints 

and ideas to ponder upon.  Be�er 

to redeem the �me with beauty 

that endures than mindless entertainment

that passes quickly. Our parish library has

an abundance of �tles to borrow. 

FELLOWSHIP ON THE HIGH SEAS Some

parishioners are doing a Norwegian Mexi-

co Riviera, 7-day ocean cruise from Oct 18

- Oct 25, 2026.

Check it out. The more the merrier!

h�ps://www.ncl.com/vaca�on-builder/

planning/cruiseI�nerary?

i�nerary-

Code=ENCORE7LAXCSLMZTPVRLAX&pack

ageId=23338076&guests=2&stateroomTy

peCode=INSIDE&gateway=NONE&dates=

Oct-2026,Nov-2026

SS PETER & PAUL WOMEN’S

BOOK CLUB

The second meeting of the wom-

en's book club will take place on

Saturday, June 27th at 3:00pm in

the church hall. We will focus on

the second half of Chapter 4 of the

book Indication of the Way into the

Kingdom of Heaven.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

31 PENTECOST
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

Kneeling Vespers

1 Holy Spirit Day
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

NO ZOOM CLASS

2 3

NO CLASS

4 5 6 Leave of Pentecost

5:00pm Vespers

7 All Saints

8:40am Hours

9:00am Divine Liturgy

Project Mexico
Collecion

8 Apostles Fast
Begins

6:00pm ZOOM
Catechumen Class

9

6:00 Parish Council
Meeting

10

6:00pm The Bible &
the Orthodox Faith

11 Holy Apostles
Bartholomew and

Barnabas

12 13

5:00pm Vespers

14 Prophet Elisha
Saints of North America

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

MBAS MEETING

15

6:00pm ZOOM
Catechumen Class

16 17

6:00pm The Bible &
the Orthodox Faith

18 19 Holy Apostle Jude,
Brother of the Lord

20

5:00pm Vespers

21
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

22 Synaxis of the
Saints of North
America

6:00pm ZOOM
Catechumen Class

23

5:30pm Vespers

24 Nativity of St. John
the Baptist

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

6:00pm The Bible &
the Orthodox Faith

25 26 27

3:00 Women’s
Book Club

5:00pm Vespers

28 Translation of the Relics of

the holy and wonderworking
Unmercenaries Cyrus and John

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

12:00pm Vespers

\

29 Apostles Peter & Paul

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

\SS Peter and Paul
Potluck Lunch

6:00pm ZOOM
Catechumen Class

30 1 Wonderworkers
Cosmas & Damian

5:00pm Vespers
6:00pm The Bible &

the Orthodox Faith

2 Saint John [Maximovitch]
Archbishop of Shanghai

and San Francisco
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

3 4

5:00pm Vespers

5 VenAthanasiusofAthos
RelicsofVenSergius of

Radonezh
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

6

NO ZOOM CLASS

7 8

NO CLASS

9 10 11

5:00pm Vespers

June 2026

Mark your calendars . . .

SS Peter and Paul Potluck Luncheon

Monday, June 29, 2026 following Divine Liturgy

F A S T — F R E E W E E K

W E L C O M E !
We welcome all visitors to SS Peter & Paul. We hope your visit was enriching and enlightening.
Please join us in the Cultural Center, behind the church, for our Fellowship Hour. It’s a chance
to meet some of our members, other visitors, and enjoy some coffee and  fellowship.


