
Very Rev John Breck

Orthodox Chris�ans begin and 

end the liturgical year with

celebra�ons dedicated to the 

Virgin Mary, whom we vener-

ate as the Theotokos or

“bearer of God.” On Septem-

ber 8, the end of the first week 

of the new year, we commem-

orate her Na�vity or birth; on 

August 15, we close the year

with the feast of her Dormi-

�on, her “falling asleep” and 

transla�on to heaven.

As the hymns of these and

other Marian feasts make

clear, our venera�on of Mary, 

the Mother of God, is basically

a confession of our faith in the

Person of her Son. All Marian

piety, in other words, is an

expression of christological

dogma. It points beyond the

Virgin herself and focuses on

the significance—for her as for

us—of the One whom she

bore, our Lord Jesus Christ.

In the troparion or festal hymn

of her Na�vity, we affirm the 

truth that “the Sun of Right-

eousness, Christ our God, has

shown forth” from her. By vir-

tue of the fact that she gave

birth to this One who is both

Messiah (Christ) and Lord

(God), the “curse” of our sin

and resultant condemna�on 

has been annulled. These

words are reminiscent of the

apostle Paul’s declara�on to 

the Colossians: Christ has can-

celed the legal bond

(judgment) that stood against

us; He has set it aside, “nailing

it to the cross” (2:14). The tro-

parion concludes with the Pas-

chal assurance that this Son of

Mary has bestowed upon us

the blessing of eternal life by

destroying the power of

death. As the Author of Life,

He has descended into the

realm of death; and by His

resurrec�on, He has opened 

the way for each of us to rise

up with Him and to share in

His eternal glory.

The troparion of Mary’s Dor-

mi�on con�nues this theme 

by referring to her as the pro-

totype of all of those who will

be “translated” from death to

life at the General Resurrec-

�on. The hymn begins by 

affirming a twofold miracle: 

although she gave birth in the

flesh to the eternal Son of 

God, she did not lose her vir-

ginal quality. Virginity in this

sense is a sign of purity and

holiness, of self-sacrificing 

love. These virtues Mary pre-

served fully, even though she

experienced pregnancy and the

“opening of her womb.” This

wonder is coupled with a sec-

ond: the fact that her death in

no wise separated her from

“the world,” from the human

objects of God’s boundless

love. Accordingly, she is able to

intercede for us before her Son

and our God, and thereby to

“deliver our souls from death.”

Mary in no way replaces her

Son in the work of salva�on, 

nor does she serve in the tech-

nical sense as “mediatrix” or

mediator between God and us.

Although the liturgy at �mes 

a�ributes to her the �tle Medi-

atrix, the expression can be

understood only in the light of

her Son’s saving ac�vity. She 

“mediates” for us only insofar

as she prays and intercedes on

our behalf. This is the calling—

and the blessed possibility—

offered to all of us, insofar as 

we, like the Mother of God,

willingly offer ourselves, to-

gether with the world around

us, to the mercy and grace of

our Lord.

There is only “one Mediator

(Continued on page 2)
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August Council Highlights

 July’s Operating Income was
$22,517.34 and Operating Expens-
es were $19,126.53, resulting in
net income of $3,390.81.
 Splash Bash will be held Sunday,

September 20th following liturgy.
 Council looking at applying reflec-

tive films on church windows to
reduce heat.
 No council meeting in September.
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Gree�ngs to all!

As we come to the end of summer and en-

ter into the beginning of the Church New

Year on Tuesday, September 1st, we need

to thank God for all that has gone on over

the past year and

ask for His bless-

ings for the upcom-

ing year. The

Church New Year is

a good �me to look 

at ourselves to see

what we have done

in our church and in our personal lives, but

it is also a good �me to make a commit-

ment for the upcoming Church year.

During the month of September, we will

begin the new Church year. On the 8th, we

have our first Great Feast, which is the Na-

�vity of the Theotokos. As the first Great 

Feast of the New Year, the Na�vity of the 

Theotokos is the very beginning. This feast

is celebrated because she is the woman

who brought forth Christ, Who is truly God

and truly Man, the Saviour of the world.

She made a commitment to God and never

wavered in her commitment, and we, too,

must do the same.

There is also, on the 14th, the second

Great Feast, which

is the Exalta�on of 

the Precious and

Life-Giving Cross. On

this Great Feast Day,

we celebrate Saints

Constan�ne and 

Helen finding the 

Cross that our Lord was crucified on. Saint 

Helen took part of the Life-giving Wood

and the nails with her to Constan�nople. 

Saint Constan�ne ordered a majes�c and 

spacious church to be built in Jerusalem in

honor of the Resurrec�on of Christ, which 

included under its roof the Life-giving

Tomb of the Lord and Golgotha.

And on the 24th, which is the anniversary

of the arrival of the Russian missionaries

in Alaska (1794), we observe the celebra-

�on known as the Synaxis of All-Saints of

Alaska, especially the New Martyrs Juve-

naly and Peter the Aleut.

We should look forward to this New

Church Year by following the words of St.

Herman of Alaska, who said, “For our

good, for our happiness at least, let us

make a vow that from this day, from this

hour, from this minute, we shall strive to

love God above all else and to fulfill His 

holy will.”

Fr. Mikel

between God and men,” the apostle de-

clares, “the man Jesus Christ, who gave

Himself as a ransom for all…” (1 Tim

2:5f). Orthodox Chris�ans know this intu-

i�vely. Yet they also know that Jesus’ 

mother never ceases to intercede for us

and, indeed, to “mediate” our prayer

before God.

For this reason, we conclude most of our

liturgical services with a word of supplica-

tion that to many people, including many

other Christians, sounds scandalous or blas-

phemous: “Most holy Theotokos, save us!”

“How can you people pray that?” a Bap-

�st friend asked me one day.

If Jesus is truly the eternal Son of God,

(Continued from page 1) the God-man who “became flesh” in the 

womb of Mary; if in and through her per-

son He, the Second Person of the Holy

Trinity, actually assumed our human na-

ture, to transfigure that nature and re-

store it to its “original” intended purity

and holiness; if His saving, redeeming

work was realized because of Mary’s

“fiat,” her willing acceptance of virginal 

birth-giving through the power of the

Holy Spirit—if all of this is true, then we

can do nothing other than acknowledge

her role in God’s economy of salva�on, 

and celebrate that role, with joy and con-

vic�on, in the services of the Church.

If Jesus is truly who we believe and con-

fess Him to be, then we can do nothing

other, and nothing less, than exalt His

humble mother as truly Theotokos: a

human person like ourselves, but whose

womb “became more spacious than the

heavens” by bearing the incarnate Son of

God. And if, from her Na�vity through 

her Dormi�on and beyond, she is truly 

who we believe and confess her to be—

the Mother of God—then we can do

nothing other, and nothing less, than ask

her to intercede ceaselessly for us, for

the sake of our salva�on.

Reprinted from h�ps://www.oca.org/reflec�ons/fr.
-john-breck/most-holy-theotokos-save-us

D�� ��� ���� �� ���� ����� 
��� ��� ������?

We have a wide selection and love

being a free resource for the parish!

The library is located in the

conference room.

If you do not like somebody, remember

that you are looking at Christ in

the face.

– Saint Gavrilia
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On September 4 the Church honors an

icon, in addi�on to the saints commemo-

rated that day. It is called "The Icon of

the Mother of God, the Unburnt Bush."

The �tle refers to Mo-

ses' mee�ng with the 

Lord, described in Exo-

dus 3. Having fled from 

Egypt to Midian, Mo-

ses is tending the

flocks of his father-in-

law Jethro. He has led

the animals into the

wilderness near Mount

Horeb, which is known

as the mountain of

God. He sees a bush

that has a flame of fire 

coming out of its

midst. But the bush is not being con-

sumed by the flames. The verses tell us 

that the flame is an angel of God appear-

ing to Moses.

Moses reacts to this unusual event as

most people would. He says, "I will turn

aside and see this great sight, why the

bush is not burnt." As he does so, God

calls out to him and instructs him to re-

move his shoes, because the place where

he stands is holy ground. Then God iden�-

fies Himself as "the God of your father, 

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,

and the God of Jacob." He reveals His

name: "I AM WHO I AM."

God makes a great promise to Moses. He

will deliver His people out of the hand of

the Egyp�ans, and will bring them to "a 

land flowing with milk and honey..." Moses 

expresses considerable apprehension about

his ability to be the person who carries out

God's will and lead the people out of Egypt.

But in the end he obeys.

The Church sees the burning bush as a

"type" or foreshadowing of the Mother of

God. She bore the Son of God, yet her body

was unchanged—she remained a virgin. All

motherhood is honorable, but only the

Mother who bore Jesus Christ remained as

she was, a virgin. It is a miracle like that of a

bush aflame, yet not 

being burned up. That

Old Testament event

prepares us for the Vir-

gin Birth of Our Lord.

The icon shows the Vir-

gin with her Son, si�ng 

in the midst of the en-

flamed bush. Moses is 

shown removing his

shoes, to remind us

of the mee�ng with 

God, on holy ground,

that foreshadows the

divine birth.

In one of today's readings (2 Corinthians 3:

4-11), Saint Paul compares God's temporary

revela�on in the Old Testament to the per-

manent one in the New Testament. He calls

the Old Testament revela�on the 

"dispensa�on of death" because it doesn't 

lead to everlas�ng life. He writes, "Now if 

the dispensa�on of 

death, carved in

le�ers on stone, came 

with such splendor

that the Israelites

could not look at Mo-

ses' face because of its

brightness, will not the

dispensa�on of the 

Spirit be a�ended 

with greater splen-

dor?...For if what fad-

ed away came with

splendor, what is per-

manent must have

much more splen-

dor." The law of the

Ten Commandments

given to Moses was

splendid; the new law

of love is even moreso. Moses' mee�ng 

with God at Mount Horeb was a great

event, and it foreshadows an even greater

one: the coming of God in the flesh.

Troparion — Tone 1

The miracle that Moses witnessed on Sinai

in the burning bush

Foretold your virgin childbearing, O pure

Mother.

We the faithful cry to you:

Rejoice, O truly living bush!

Rejoice, O holy mountain!

Rejoice, O sanctified expanse and most 

holy Theotokos!

Kontakion — Tone 4

You showed Moses, O Christ God,

An image of your most pure Mother

In the bush that burned yet was not con-

sumed,

For she herself was not consumed,

When she received in her womb the fire of 

divinity!

She remained incorrupt after her pure

childbearing!

By her prayers, O greatly merciful One,

Deliver us from the flame of passions,

And preserve your people from all harm!
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The lives of the saints as well as their

wri�ngs are one of the ways that we learn 

about the spiritual life. In reading a�en-

�vely the lives of saints, one of the first 

things we learn is that the saints are nei-

ther dis�nc�vely Russian or Greek (nor 

any other na�onality); they are at all 

�mes Orthodox and Christ -loving. They

breathe forth the same spiritual fragrance

no ma�er when or where they lived. One 

of the most beloved Orthodox saints of

Russia is St. Sergius of Radonezh whose

life for countless genera�ons of pious 

Orthodox, both young and old, served as a

source of spiritual nourishment. And so it

can for us, if only we read it not so much

with our minds, as with our hearts.

A Greek bishop, a contemporary of St.

Sergius, doubted the many reports he had

heard concerning the saint's sanc�ty and 

said: "Can there be such a lamp in this

land and in these la�er �mes?" Desiring 

to see for himself, he set out for St. Ser-

gius' monastery, but "no sooner had he

seen the Saint when he was struck blind.

The Saint took him by the hand to his cell,

and there the bishop confessed his unbe-

lief and begged with tears for healing. The

Saint touched his eyes and healed him,

exhor�ng him not to come temp�ng the 

simple monks again. The bishop, now en-

lightened, spoke loudly everywhere about

having seen a true man of God, a heaven-

ly man and earthly Angel."

How many of us approach the reading of

lives of saints, our minds clouded by doubt,

skep�cal about the miracles and thus blind 

to the treasure of holiness which they con-

tain? Let us heed the example of the Greek

bishop and beg God to open our mind's

eye, for only in this way shall our reading of

these lives be spiritually frui�ul. 

St. Sergius was born in 1314 in Rostov of

pious and devout parents. Even before his

birth, God worked a miracle upon the fu-

ture saint: while s�ll in his mother's womb 

he cried aloud three �mes during the Di-

vine Liturgy. His biographer says that from

this moment his mother "carried the child

in her womb as if it were a precious

treasure... She guarded herself from eve-

ry stain of sin, observing a fast."

Bap�zed with the name Bartholomew, 

the growing boy was a poor student,

unable to learn how to read. He o�en 

prayed to God in secret: "O Lord, give me

understanding of learning!" One day he

met in the fields a holy elder of angel-like

appearance who asked, "What are you

seeking, my child?" The boy replied that

he wished most of all to read and write.

Assuring him that for his faith the Lord

would give him learning, the elder at the

boy's entreaty accompanied him to his

parents' house. They all went into the

house chapel and the elder told the boy

to read aloud from the Psalter. "Father, I

do not know how," Bartholomew said.

But a�er the elder commanded him to 

"Speak the word of God without doubt,"

the boy began to read easily. Then the

elder foretold to the parents that their

son would be a dwelling of the Holy Trini-

ty, that he would be great before God

and man, and that he would-direct.

Some �me later it fell on Bartholomew to 

care for his parents in their old age, a task

he willingly undertook, although he want-

ed to become a monk. A�er his parents 

died he abandoned the world, and togeth-

er with one of his brothers, went deep into

the forest to build a cell and a small church,

dedicated to the Holy Trinity. His brother

was unable to remain long with him, so

Bartholomew con�nued in the forest 

alone. At the age of 23 he received the

monas�c tonsure with the name Sergius. 

Late one night when the Saint was praying,

he heard a voice calling ‘Sergius.’ “Opening

the window of his cell he beheld a marvel-

ous vision . . . an extraordinary radiance

shone in the heavens and a mul�tude of 

beau�ful birds filled the air.” 

He was troubled by wild animals—

especially bears. "One bear in par�cular 

would come to the Saint. Seeing that the

animal came only to get some food, the

Saint would place a small slice of bread

on a log.... O�en there was no bread, 

and both he and the bear would go hun-

gry. Some�mes the Saint would give his 

only slice to the bear, being unwilling to

disappoint him. Let no one be astonished

at this, knowing certainly that when the

Holy Spirit dwells in a man, the creatures

become submissive to him, just as to first

-created Adam in the beginning."

A�er two years, God-fearing monks

came to dwell with St. Sergius. Although

he had gone to the forest to work out his

salva�on in solitude, St. Sergius accepted 

their arrival as God's Providence and said

to them, "Know that if you have come to

dwell in the wilderness, the beginning of

righteousness is the fear of the Lord."

Each monk built his own cell, and all gath-

ered with the Saint for the Divine services

in the chapel. A priest came from a village

for Divine Liturgy un�l, finally, the Saint 

was persuaded to accept ordina�on at 

which �me the bishop also named him 

abbot and exhorted him to '"Remember

this saying: "Bear ye one another's bur-

dens and so fulfill the law of Christ" (Gal. 

6:2). If you follow this precept, you will

save yourself and those who live with you.'

St. Sergius remembered this all his life and

was not only a father but also a servant to

all those who came to him."

St. Sergius worked at grinding grain, bak-

ing bread, cooking food. and making can-

dles, as well as making shoes and cloth-

ing for the other monks. "He never spent

an idle hour. Remaining thus in ceaseless

prayer and labors, he completely wore

out and refined his flesh, having the con-

stant desire to be a ci�zen of the Jerusa-

lem that is above." Over and over he

reminded his monks: “God's grace can-

not be given without trials; a�er tribula-

�on comes joy.” 

Mul�tudes flocked to him, wishing to be 

part of this growing family of monks. When

dissensions arose, the Saint did not enter

into them, preferring, as when the monks

would not accept correc�on, to be silent 

(Continued on page 6)
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how the Orthodox Church understands life
and the world through its liturgical experi-
ence. Schmemann addresses challenges
like secularism and Chris�an culture, show-
ing how the Church's worship reveals the
deeper meaning of life as a sacrament—a
glimpse of God’s Kingdom here and now.

For over 50 years, For the Life of the
World has inspired readers across many
Chris�an tradi�ons. Whether you’re new 
to Orthodoxy or seeking to dive deeper
into the life of faith, Schmemann’s insights
invite you to experience the liturgy not
just as ritual, but as a transforma�ve en-
counter with God’s Kingdom.

The Orthodox Way, $25

In The Orthodox Way, Metropolitan Kallistos
Ware invites readers to embark on a spiritu-
al journey, exploring the depths of Orthodox
Chris�anity as a living, experien�al path to-
ward communion with God. Drawing from
the earliest understanding of Chris�anity as 
“the Way” (Acts 19:23), this book is not a dry
explana�on of doctrines or prac�ces but an 
invita�on to personally engage with the 
mystery of God through the teachings, wor-
ship, and life of the Orthodox Church.

In September we are spotligh�ng three 
classic Orthodox books.

Way of the Asce�cs, $19

Way of the Ascetics is a rich, com-
pact introduction for modern
readers to the Eastern Christian
spiritual tradition that has been an
inspiration to millions for centuries. These
compassionate and insightful reflections on
self-control and inner peace are meant to
lead the readers to fuller union with God. The
author makes a generous selection of suc-
cinct yet profound extracts from the spiritual
Fathers and provides an illuminating com-
mentary and practical applications for daily
devotion. He tempers austerity with common
sense, warmth, and even humor, as he urges
us on our journey toward God.

Wri�en for laypersons living fully in the 
world as much as for clergy, Way of the
Asce�cs is an excellent resource for daily
medita�on, authen�c spiritual guidance, 
and a revitalized religious life.

For the Life of the World, $30

What does it mean to say that Christ died
"for the life of the world"? In this modern
classic, Alexander Schmemann explores

Using vivid imagery, Ware compares the
spiritual journey to climbing mountains like
Sinai and Tabor—encounters with God that
require guidance. This book serves as that
guide, illumina�ng the path through the 
wisdom of the Church and offering insights 
for both beginners and seasoned believers.
Whether you're curious about Orthodoxy or
seeking a deeper rela�onship with Christ, 
The Orthodox Way provides prac�cal and 
spiritual direc�on, helping you live your 
faith with purpose and inten�on.

Icons

By mid-month, the bookstore will be fully
restocked with icons. Some new arrivals
include: St. Euphrosynos the Cook, St.
Phanourios, St. Maria of Paris, and St.
Elizabeth the New Martyr. Restocks in-
clude three different icons of our Savior, 
our patrons Sts. Peter and Paul, St. Xenia
of St. Petersburg and St. John of San Fran-
cisco, among others. These icons are
made by the brotherhood of St. John the
Bap�st here in the Valley, so you are sup-
por�ng not only our parish but also our 
local men's monastery.

A Blessed Ecclesias�cal New Year to All!

A JOYFUL BEGINNING As we begin a new

Church School year, our parish family

gathered for our

annual Blessing of

Students and Teach-

ers. Sending our

children, youth, and

educators out into

the academic year

surrounded by the

love and prayers of

their church com-

munity is truly a

beau�ful tradi�on. 

Together, we

prayed for a year

filled with wisdom, strength, spiritual 

growth, and God’s guidance.

We asked God to surround them with His

blessings, wisdom, and protec�on through-

out the new school year. May He watch over

each one, keep them

safe, grant them strength

and courage, and fill 

their hearts with His pro-

found peace and joy.

OUR FIRST ORTHODOX

TRIVIA CHALLENGE!

Coffee hour was a li�le 

extra compe��ve on 

Sunday, August 16, at

SS Peter and Paul! We

held our very first Or-

thodox Trivia Challenge,

and our parishioners

absolutely brought their A-game.

Teams huddled up to tackle 20 tough

ques�ons about our faith. The room was 

filled with high-fives, laughter, and a lot of 

deep thinking!

Things got so close that even after 5 intense

tiebreaker questions, we still couldn’t break

the deadlock. We officially have TWO teams

sharing the crown for 1st place!
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PRAYER LIST

We offer prayers to all of our parishioners
who are ill or unable to attend services:

Pamela Bolton

Sue Bieber

David Bieber

William Osolinsky

Anatoly Bezkorovainy

Jamie Arango

Ann Carroll

Antonia Adams-Clement

Tania Booriakin
The suffering people of Ukraine

May Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Physician

of our souls and bodies, reach out his healing

hand and bless these, His servants.

If you know anyone else in need of
our prayers, please contact Fr. Mikel.

Around SS Peter & Paul
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES

September 2 Mary Flynn

4 Edward Gala

8 Regina Geiler

12 Nick Enoch

15 Mary Beth Innes

Will Bradley

17 Luka Radjenovich

Anthony Alvarado

19 Alexander Enoch

20 Nicholas Alquist

Mnogaya Leta!
Many Years!

and on no account to set value on honor

and praise in this life, but rather to await

reward from God in the joys of heaven and

eternal blessings."

"He surrendered his pure, holy soul to the

Lord, in the year 1392, on September 25,

being 78 years of age. A�er his death the 

Saint's body gave off an ineffable, sweet 

fragrance .... His face shone white as

snow .... Angels preceded him a�er his re-

pose and opened for him the doors of Para-

dise and – what he had always desired –

the illumina�on of the Most Holy Trinity." 

The Mother of God has kept her promise

to St. Sergius. His monastery was one of

the last to remain open under the Soviet

Yoke, and countless pilgrims s�ll come to 

venerate his holy and incorrupt relics.

So remarkable is the life of this wondrous

Saint, so full of miracles, that we tend to

overlook those points which, with prayer,

can be applied to our own circumstances.

Even his childhood gives a picture of an

exemplary Chris�an life. How many con-

temporary mothers are so solicitous over

the spiritual needs of their children even

while they are s�ll in the womb? How many 

rather than par�cipate in any strife. 

Once a�er prayer before an icon of the 

Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, a dazzling

radiance shone upon him and he beheld

the Most Pure One, together with the

Apostles Peter and John. The bright light

of the vision was unbearable, and he fell

to the ground. But the Mother of God,

touching him, promised that she would be

with his monastery during his life and

a�erwards, protec�ng it. 

"Con�nually chastening himself with fas�ng, 

working unceasingly, performing number-

less miracles, the Saint reached advanced

age .... The older his body grew, the stronger

grew his fervor, in no way weakened by

age." With the approach of death (which he

foreknew) he gathered his flock and deliv-

ered a final exhorta�on. "He made them 

promise to be steadfast in Orthodoxy and to

preserve oneness in mind with each other;

to keep pure in body and soul and to have

unhypocri�cal love; to avoid all evil and car-

nal lusts; to be moderate in food and drink;

above all, to be clothed with humility; not to

forget love of strangers; to avoid back-talk,

(Continued from page 4) of us turn first to God in �me of need and 

teach our children to do likewise? And how

many young people of today sacrifice their 

own desires in order to care for their par-

ents in their old age? And who among us

can afford to disregard the Saint's example 

of constant labor even at "menial" tasks?

Furthermore, while our society places such a

high value on secular educa�on (and even 

theological degrees) can we not see from

this life that it is not so much the reading of

books which we must cul�vate, but rather 

the fear of God and the prac�ce of His com-

mandments? If only we would be more in-

clined to follow the example of St. Sergius.

In his book on this Saint Pierre Kovalevsky

writes: "Throughout his life he remained a

man for whom the Chris�an experience 

was more important than learning or rea-

son. He never wrote anything, and he

drew his knowledge not from reading but

from his con�nual communion with God. 

His voca�on was not to specula�ve theol-

ogy but rather to the applica�on of the 

Gospel's precepts."

Reprinted from h�ps://holytrinity-oca.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/09/Trisagion-09-2025-
September-Dra�-3.pdf

WEWELCOMEOURNEWCATECHUMENS

On Sunday, August 30th, Christopher
and Josiah began their journey in the

Orthodox Church as catechumens.
May God bless and guide them every

step of the way.

Photo Credit: Chris Blaise
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NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS- The first 

Great Feast of the Orthodox Liturgical

Year is the Feast of the Na�vity of the 

Mother of God, celebrated on September

8. Vespers for the Feast will be on Mon-

day, September 7, at 5:30 p.m. The Divine

Liturgy of the Feast will be celebrated on

Tuesday, September 8, at 9:00 a.m.

THE FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE LIFE

-GIVING CROSS will be celebrated on Mon-

day, September 14th. Please remember that

this Feast is a strict fast day, although wine

and oil are permitted.

EXALTATION OF THE CROSS is hos�ng a 

seminar with Dcn. Seraphim Richard

Rohlin on Stories of the Cel�c Age of 

Saints. The seminar is Friday, November 6

at 6:00pm and Saturday November 7. If

you plan on a�ending the November 7 

seminar, you MUST register because we

will provide a "Cel�c" lunch. Here is the

link: h�ps://�the.ly/event-registra�on/

#/11383860.

ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY NUT ROLLS NOW

The Myrrh Bearers Altar Society (MBAS) is

accep�ng orders for their holiday nut, apri-

cot, and poppyseed rolls. The rolls are $18

each and can be ordered through Septem-

ber 20. Frozen rolls will be available for

pickup on Sundays star�ng November 

22. All the proceeds from the nut roll

sales are used to support the work of

MBAS, such as purchasing and caring

for the altar covers and altar server robes,

replacing/purchasing items for the church,

and overseeing coffee hour supplies.  

Order forms are available in the hall and

can be returned to Marty Gala in the kitch-

en or Mat. Elizabeth (Heather). If you are

interested in help with the baking please

see Rita Mudrenko.

THE HOFFS will be hos�ng coffee hour on 

Sunday, September 20th, in honor of the 2

year anniversary of their daughter Jamie’s

lung transplant. All proceeds will go to

support the St. Herman’s Seminarians.

ST. JOHN FALL FESTIVAL

St. John the Evange-

list Orthodox Church

(Mesa) is hos�ng its 

first St. John Fall Fes-

�val on Saturday, 

October 24, 2026

from 10 AM – 9 PM,

and all are warmly

invited. Admission:

Adults & teens (13+):

$5, Children 12 &

under: FREE, Family

and Kids Fun Zone

packages available.

ST JOHNTHE EVANGELIST

ORTHODOX CHURCH in

Mesa will celebrate its

Patronal Feast Day on

Saturday, September 26.

Fr. Andre has invited any-

one who wishes to at-

tend. His Grace Bishop

Vasily will be serving the

DivineLiturgy.

SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS BEING ACCEPTED

The Myrrh Bearers

Altar Society (MBAS)

will be holding a silent

auc�on during the 

month of October. If

anyone would like to

donate an item,

themed basket, or pro-

fessional service for

the silent auc�on, 

please see Vanessa Garcia, VanessaMa-

ryMagdalene@gmail.com or one of the

other MBAS ladies. Above is an icon that

will be included in the silent auc�on.

THE WOMEN'S BOOK CLUB has its next

meeting on Saturday, Septem-

ber 26th at 3pm. We are start-

ing a new title called Living

According to God's Will. You

may purchase a copy at the

bookstore for $15.

It is not a problem if you miss a

month.  Each mee�ng is independent of 

the previous one. Join us for about 75

minutes of learning, discussion, and a

li�le laughter. Please see Katrina in the

bookstore for any ques�ons. 

SUPRASL! RECAP James LeGendre gave a

wonderful presenta�on during coffee 

hour on his recent �me at Suprasl! He 

shared inspiring insights and reflec�ons 

from his experience with this interna�onal 

Orthodox

youth

movement.

Photo Credit:

Chris Blaise

VISIT FROM THE MONKS On September

6th, we’ll have the honor of hos�ng the 

monks from St John the Bap�st Monas-

tery. They’ll be here with a collec�on of 

their unique handmade items for sale – a

perfect chance to support their work

while picking up something special!

Date:

Time:

Let’s kick-off the school year with 

some fun water ac�vi�es.  Bring a 

change of clothes, towel, water

squirter, and sunscreen.

 Slip and Slide

 Water balloons

 Sponge pass

 Pool noodle frisbee race

 Kona Ice

 And more . . .

SS Peter and Paul Orthodox Church
1614 E Monte Vista Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85006
h�ps://sspeterpaulaz.org

Snacks and
refreshments
will be
provided.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

30 Relics of
Alexander Nevsky

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

BLESSING OF

STUDENTS AND

TEACHERS

31 Placing of Cincture
of Mother of God

1 Church New Year
Ven. Simeon the Stylite

2

NO CLASS

3 4 5

5:00pm Vespers

6
8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy
PROJECT MEXICO

FOCA MEETING

ST JOHN THE BAP-

TIST MONASTERY

7 Forefeast Nativity
of the Theotokos

LABOR
DAY

5:30pm Vespers

NO ZOOM CLASS

8 NATIVITY OF

THE THEOTOKOS

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

NO COUNCIL

MEETING

9 Righteous Parents
Joachim and Anna

6:00pm The Bible &
the Orthodox Faith

10 11 12 Leavetaking
Nativity Theotokos

NUT ROLL
BAKE

5:00pm Vespers

13 Forefeast
Exaltation

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

MBAS MEETING

12:00PM VESPERS

14 EXALTATION OF

THE LIFE-GIVING CROSS

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

6:00pm ZOOM
Catechumen Class

15 16

6:00pm The Bible &
the Orthodox Faith

17 18 19

NUT ROLL
BAKE

5:00pm Vespers

20

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

SPLASH BASH

LAST DAY TO

ORDER NUT ROLLS

21 Leavetaking
Exaltation

6:00pm ZOOM
Catechumen Class

22 Hieromartyr Phocas,
Bishop of Sinope

Prophet Jonah

23 Conception of
St. John the Baptist

5:00pm Vespers

6:00pm The Bible &
the Orthodox Faith

24 Synaxis of All
Saints of Alaska

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

25 Repose Venerable
Sergius of Radonezh

26 Repose St. John
the Theologian

3:00pm Women’s
Book Club

5:00pm Vespers

27 Martyr Callistra-
tus & 49 companions

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

CHURCH SCHOOL

28

6:00pm ZOOM
Catechumen Class

29 30

5:00pm Vespers

6:00pm The Bible &
the Orthodox Faith

1 Protection of the
Most-Holy Theotokos

8:40am Hours
9:00am Divine Liturgy

2 3

NUT ROLL
BAKE

5:00pm Vespers

September 2026

to all of our guests and visitors. Please join us in

the Cultural Center for Fellowship Hour

following Divine Liturgy each Sunday.

NUT ROLL BAKE
Starts Saturday, September 12th.

See Matushka Elizabeth or Rita Mudrenko
to volunteer.

THE HOFFS will be hos�ng coffee hour on Sunday, September 20th, in honor
of the 2 year anniversary of their daughter Jamie’s lung transplant. All

proceeds will go to support St. Herman’s Seminarians in Alaska.

NUT ROLL ORDERS

Must be placed by Sunday, September 20, 2026!


